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Jennifer Kassermatn .
JK Animals LLC

1 grew up in Gladstone, Missouri, in Clay County and have lived here my entire life. 1attended
school in the North Kansas City School District. 1 graduated in 1998 from Oak Park High School. 1then
started my college years at Maple Woods Community College where | completed my Associates Degree in
2000. I continued my education at Park University in Parkville, Missouri. I completed two Bachelor’s
Degrees in 2002. 1 then went back to Park a few years later and completed my Masters in 2008.

[ have always been a very hard worker and maintained multiple jobs in different fields that | have
interest in. I1worked for the State of Missoursi - Division of Youth Services for 15 years working with
troubled youths, During my last years there | rransitioned into teaching. 1 currently teach for the North
Kansas City School District in the Fine Arts Department and also ama part of the NKCSD E-Campus
teaching staff.

Aside from being a classroom educator I have been fortunate enough to become a traveling
educator in the field ] am most passionate about which is animals. have always been an animal lover
and advocate. Throughout the years [ have been fortunate enough to work with some of the most
recognized animal advocates there are from public to private enterprises, lama member of multiple
animal /wildlife organizations and I have affiliates all over the United States.

1n December 2010 I moved into my current home at 7815 Houser Street, Kansas City, MO 64167.
It tock me over two years to find this home. I was looking for someplace that would meetmy needs and
my animals’ needs that wasn’t to far away from the city, had some space and yet was also a legal place for
us to live. My home in Carrie Hills was just what I was looking for.

For many years I have worked with Exotic Animals RUs. In 2014 I took lead of the business and
was licensed by the USDA at my home. ] carry a B License. This license covers all areas of commerce.
With this license 1 am able to breed, exhibit, broker, transport and collect data on the animals. The USDA

-allows only one license per person. However, a person can umbrella multiple locations that are working
together, Twas issued a USDA Class B License based on all the different aspects that 1 am involved in.

Breeder: Yes. | have some species with which I do controlled breeding, Any offspring of my
animals either resides with me or is placed within a fellow licensed zoo, sanctuary, or exhibitor program.

Broker: Yes. Facilities buy and lease animals from one another for their collections, Having a
broker status allows me to share my species with other licensees and help place animals in exhibits that
best suite them.

Exhibitor and Transporter: Yes. To educate the public about conservation and preservation being
[ am not a public facility I must be able to transport my animals safely when exhibiting,

Data Collection: Yes. USDA does have licensing for research laboratories, however not all
laboratories house animals. USDA requires any data collection, such as DNA, be done humanely without
any stress put on the animals. I currently am working with Dr. Brain Davis collecting DNA samples of all
my warm-blooded animals for multiple genome studies. [also am working on specific species lineage
through the Feline Conservation Federation and canine behaviors in different breeds of foxes with the
Wwild Canine Conservation Center.

Licensed: Certifications:
’ . Teacher - State of Missouri DESE
USDA - Class B License #43-B-3742 wildlife Educator
Wild Feline Husbandry

Memberships:

AZA (Association of Zoos & Aquariums) - Professional Associate Member #81018699
FCF (Feline Conservation Federation) - Associate Member & Registered Handler
7AA (Zoological Association of America) — Associate Member



CONTINGINCY / EMERGENCY PLAN

It is vital that all homes and businesses prepare for disasters; man-made anhd natural.
When dealing with animal facilities it is vital to protect all the animals and to safeguard the
facility. A lack of planning can be detrimental to the animals and humans alike. I believe
having a pro-active approach by planning and preparing for any potential emergency we
will be able to mitigate injury, damage and downtime.

In preparing my Contingency / Emergency Plan (which is required by USDA for all license
holders) 1 started by determining the risks both man-made and natural that could impact
the facility: Structural Fire, Electrical Qutage, Disruption in Clean Water or Food Supply,
Wind, Tornado, Flooding, Earthquake, Blizzard/Ice, and Winter Storms.

After identifying the types of risks that could happen I evaluated the home and facilities
vulnerability. Ilooked at Structural Integrity, Structural Design and Safety Features.

- Structural Integrity: Construction materials used, solidity, adequate reinforcing by
strapping to withstand tornado-force winds, water or snow/ice weight. Depth of braces
and poles are concreted into the ground, Building structure, windows, doors, electrical box
locations and heat loss locations are all documented. '

- Structural Design: Multiple accessible exit locations are available if there is a need
for an evacuation. Location of kennels, both inside and outside, are available for the
animals in an emergency where they can be housed safely on-site or where they can be
housed to be evacuated. Currently there is an interior area in my home that would provide
safety for all animals in a tornado. Proper drainage is in place around the property that
helps prevent and minimize any chance of flooding.

- Safety Features: First Aid Kits, Fire Extinguishers, Hoses, Smoke Alarms,
Flashlights and Weather Radios. Every doorway has a double entry and rein-enforced lock
to keep the public out. We have three (3) extensive security systems that have eyes on the
entire facility at all times and can be accessed remotely. Each perimeter entrance has a
lock. Each enclosure has a two (2} system lock that can be quickly disengaged in an
emergency. Outside enclosures have double doors and connecting hallways that are
secure and covered. The animals also have a safe lock-out area. A lock-out area is a way to
house the animal in a safe confined space in order to be able to move them quickly and
efficiently in case of an emergency. These spaces are also used for cleaning and monitoring
the animal without anyone having to have actual contact with them,

Once my Contingency / Emergence Plan was established, I developed my plan which
includes: Mitigation, Preparation, Response and Recovery.

- Mitigation: Each exterior window in the house is covered with fencing Fire
alarms are checked regularly. There are battery operated weather radios on site along
with charged flashlights. All exterior lighting is properly installed with GFI's and shut offs.
Minimal use of flammable materials were used in construction. Adequate drainage has
been installed. Enclosures have all been established above floodplain areas.



- Preparation: 1 have steps in place specific to each situation that could incur.

- Priorities Established: Safety for all is my top priority. In the event of an
evacuation for the animals, [ have more than a sufficient number of carriers available to
‘handle and move all of the animals. I also have backup and/or easy access to all records,
emergency medical supplies, first aid kits and food. '

_ Movable Inventory Plan and Internal Safe Areas: Depending on the
emergency and the longevity required, 1 have pre-arranged safe locations for all the
animals. Inside my home I have plenty of space for all of the animals to be housed and
secured for time needed. I have a large cargo van that also is set up to help aid in quickly
loading and hauling animals should they need to be moved. My Rogue is set up for animal
transportations and can house smaller animals quickly and efficiently for mobility. 1also
have straps for both vehicles if they would need to be strapped down due to high winds. In
the event of tornadoes or severe thunderstorms, I have areas inside my home without
windows for humans and animals to take safe cover. If needed, I also have water pumps
and a generator.

- Response: Emergency numbers are posted in numerous locations on site.
Common emergency plan scenarios and evacuation are discussed and practiced. Having a
good evacuation plan is critical for the health and lives of all the animals, staff and myself.
When dealing with emergencies there is not always a lot of time. For that reason I have
pre-determined safe locations for all, 1 also have back-up facilities off-site for the animals if
it becomes necessary. All the animals are marked, have their own transport carrier and
loading procedures. Each animal goes through training practices for loading to be
transported. The written plan, along with checklists, ensures nothing is missed in moments
of rush or chaos. My written plan ensures that someone unfamiliar with any of my plans
can provide assistance. 1have different equipment on hand for different situations. I have
additional caging for emergency use and stockpiles of food and water on hand.

. - Recovery: In assessing recovery after an emergency situation I must quickly
determine if any damage has been done on the property and the extent of that damage. If
damage is existent I will do whatever immediate actions are required to ensure that no
further damage occurs to protect the animals, people and property. Once everyone has
been secured an inventory of equipment and supplies will be taken. Records will be
maintained and the incident documented. Any outside agencies or facilities shall be
notified. : :



FORD & COOPER

A Professional Corporation

ATTORNEYS AT LAW
| SUITE 201
EDWARD F. FORD, Il 110 NORTHWEST BARRY ROAD
DAVID L, COOPER KANSAS CITY, MISSOURI 64155
TEL: 816/436-9550
FAX: 816/436-9667
Tuly 1,2015

Sheriff Paul Vescovo
12 South Water
Liberty, Missouri 64068

RE: Jennifer Kasserman
Dear Sheriff Vescovo:

Please be advised that I represent Jennifer Kasserman, who is the property owner and
resident at 7815 Houser Street, Kansas City, Missouri 64167. Please note that although she has a
Kansas City mailing address, her property is located in unincorporated Clay County. Her
business is JK Animals, LLC, and she does business as Exotics R Us, an exotic animal education
institute. Pursuant to Missouri Revised Statues Section 578,023, my client is required to register
certain exotic animals with the local law enforcement agency in the County in which the animal
is kept. She has two species of animals at the above-referenced residence, which are two
Canadian Lynx and one non-human primate. She also has other exotic animals as defined by the
Clay County Land Development Code, and I am currently representing her in her application for
* conditional use permit.

Please consider this letter a registration pursuant to said Statute. If theye is additional
information needed or forms fo be completed, please advise. Thave also enclosed additional
information, which was submitted to Clay County Plan Commission that further describes my
client’s business.

Very truly yours,

FORD & COOPER
A Professional Corporation

Edward F. Ford, III
ce: Louis Accurso
4646 Roancke Parkoway
Kansas City, Missouri 64112
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EW: Animals

From: Jenn Kasserman (jenniferkasserman@hotmail.com)
Sent: Thu 7/02/15 3:37 PM '
To:  fordcooper@msn.com (fordcooper@msn.com)

Ed,
Here is the email I had gotten back from the county in April.

> From: jbarden@sheriffclayco.com

> To: jenniferkasserman@hotmail.com

> Subject: Animals

> Date: Tue, 14 Apr 2015 00:40:03 +0000

>

> Ms. Kasserman,

>

> If you live in the rural Clay County you do not have to register your animals. If you live inside of the
city limits of a city you would need to contact that city to see what their requirements are.
> .

> Thanks,

> Cpl. Barden



Licensing and Registration Under the
Animal Welfare Act |

Guidelines for Dealers, Exhibitors, Transporters, and
Rescarchers

Introduction:

Ensuring proper animal care and comfort is not just good business-it is also required by law
under the Animal Welfare Act. Passed by Congress in 1966 and amended in 1970, 1976, 1985,
and 1990, the law protects many animals not raised for food or fiber. It also sets stiff penalties for
sponsors and promoters of outlawed animal-fighting ventures.

Many businesses that buy or sell warmblooded animals, exhibit them to the public, transport
them commercially, or use them in experiments or teaching must be licensed or registered by the
U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA). Normal farm-type operations that raise, or buy and sell,
animals only for food and fiber, and businesses that use only fish and other coldblooded animals
are exempt by law; those that use only rats, mice, or birds are exempt by regulation. The rabbit
business is exempt from regulation if the rabbits are intended only for food or fiber. If any rabbits
are designated for use in the pet, exhibit, or Jaboratory-animal trade, the business is regulated,
Certain other types of businesses are specifically exempt by law or regulation. No exempt
business has to be licensed or registered.

This pamphiet lists the major types of regulated and exempt businesses, but it does not cover all
cases, If in doubt about your status, telephone or write the Regional Office of the USDA, Animal
and Plant Health Inspection Service (APHIS), Animal Care (AC) for your State (see page 19).

AC personnel will answer your questions and provide a copy of the Code of Federal Regulations,
Title 9, Chapter 1, Subchapter A, which gives the legal requirements for businesses regulated by
the Animal Welfare Act.

If you are an owner or the person in charge of a regulated business, the law requires you to be
licensed or registered with USDA. Failure to become licensed or registered is a punishable
violation of the Animal Welfare Act.

On the basis of information you supply, APHIS determines whether your business should be
‘licensed, registered, or both. Licensing involves a yearly fee; registration is free. The owner,
operator, or manager has responsibility for knowing about licensing or regisiration requirements.

The annual license fee for licensed animal dealers (Class A or B) ranges from $30 to $750,
depending on your annual dollar volume of business in regulaied animals. (Class A licensees are
breeders and deal only in animals they breed and raise. Class B licensees include brokers,



bunchers, and opetators of auction sales.) The annual license fee for licensed animal exhibitors
(Class C) ranges from $30 to $300, depending on the number of regulated animals held. In
addition to the annual license fee, an application fee of $10 must be paid with all yearly license
applications. -

The same standards of animal care apply to all registered and licensed businesses, and APHIS
field inspectors make periodic unannounced visits to all locations where animals are held to see
that regulations and standards are followed.

Basically, the Federal animal care standards cover humane handling, housing, space, feeding and
watering, sanitation, ventilation, shelter from extremes of weather, adequate veterinary care,
separation of incompatible animals, transportation, and handling in transit.

If your facilities or practices do not meet Federal standards when you apply, you will receive up
to three inspections within a period not to exceed 90 days to correct any deficiencies. Licenses
are not issued until all deficiencies are corrected. If you do not pass inspection within the 90-day
period, you must wait at least 6 months before reapplying for a license. Legal action results if
you operate a regulated business without a Iicense.

Animal Dealers

If your business falls under any of the categories of "dealers" listed below, you must be licensed
by USDA. You cannot be licensed or registered as an exhibitor. You must be licensed according
to what type of activity is your predominant business. When first contacting APHIS, indicate the
species you handle, the type of business you are in, and the type of business to which you sell
animals, You can hold one type of license only.

Regulated Businesses

Pet Wholesalers: Anyone importing, buying, selling, or trading pets in wholesale channels must
“be licensed. Annual license fees are based on the amount received from the sale of regulated
animals less the amount paid for these animals.

Pet Breeders: Anyone breeding pets for the wholesale trade must be licensed. You also may
have to be licensed if you sell dogs as breeding stock to other breeders. Some small-scale
breeders can qualify for an exemption (see "Hobby Breeders"). Annual license fees are based on
50 percent of gross sales of regulated animals.

Laboratory Animal Dealers: Anyone importing, buying, selling, or trading laboratory animals,
either directly to research institutions or through other dealers, must be licensed. This licensing
requirement includes "bunchers," who supply dealers with dogs, cats, and other regulated
animals collected from random sources; it also includes research institutions (except State or
Federal facilities) that sell or trade surplus animals to others. Annual license fees are based on the
amount received from the sale of regulated animals less the amount paid for these animals.

Laboratery Animal Breeders: Anyone breeding regulated animals for laboratory-animal trade



must be licensed. Annual license fees are based on 50 percent of gross sales of regulated animals.

Animal Brokers: Anyone who deals in regulated animals but does not take physical possession

must be licensed. If you meet this definition of a broker, you are exempt from certain regulations

imposed on dealers who handle animals, but you need the same type of license. Annual license
fees are based on income from commissions and brokerage fees (with no deductions).

Auction Operators: Anyone who operates an auction at which regulated animals are sold must
be licensed. For example, licenses must be acquired by radio and television stations that conduct
auctions with telephone bids on regulated animals-whether or not the proceeds go to charity.
Annual license fees for auction operators are based on income from commissions and fees from
selling regulated animals. '

Promoters Giving Animal Prizes: A carnival concessionaire or other promoter who gives
regulated animals as prizes must be licensed. Annual license fees are based on the amount paid io
the promoter to offer animal prizes less the amount paid for these animals, '

Exotic Animal Dealers: Anyone importing, buying, selling, or trading animals foreign to the
United States (wild or domesticated) must be licensed. You also must be licensed if you sell
domestically bred exotic animals. Annual license fees are based on the amount received from the
sale of regulated animals less the amount paid for these animals.

Wild Animal Dealers: A business or individual selling wild animals must be licensed. "Wild
animals" means any animal that is now or historically has been found in the wild, or in the wild
state, within the boundaries of the United States, its territories, or possessions. This term
includes, but is not limited to, animals such as deer, skunk, raccoon, mink, armadillo, coyote,
squirrel, fox, and wolf, '

If you sell any wild or exotic animals, you are not eligible to claim exemption as a retail pet
store. You become a full-fledged dealer, and you must comply with standards of care for all
regulated animals-not just wild or exotic animals. Annual license fees are based on the amount
received from the sale of regulated animals less the amount paid for these animals.

Suppliers of Specimens: Anyone who sells dead animals that are regulated or who sells the
blood, serum, or parts of these animals must be licensed. Annual license fees are based on
income from specimens less cost of the specimens or the animals from which they were
prepared,

Kxempt Businesses

Retail Pet Stores: Anyone whose entire business consists of selling domestic animals to pet
owners is exempt. However, if as part of your business you exhibit animals, you may have to be
licensed as an exhibitor,

For example, you need an exhibitor's license if you take animals outside the store for teaching or
promotion or if you set up a petting display. You must be licensed as a dealer if you sell wild or



exotic animals, or if you sell regulated animals to other retailers, research institutions, exhibitors,
or other animal dealers. You need to be licensed as an exhibitor if you display a monkey or other
wild animal inside the store. . g

Exemptions for retail pet stores are on an all-or-nothing basis. If you qualify for exemption, none
of your business is regulated or inspected. If you do not qualify, you are a full-fledged dealer, and
all your regulated animals are inspected. '

Retail Chain Stores: Centrally managed stores that sell pets entirely at retail are exempt. Like
independent retailers, chains are treated as business entities on an all-or-nothing basis. If all
outlets qualify as retail pet stores, the entire chain is free from regulation. Conversely, if any
outlet does not qualify as a retail pet store, the company must be licensed as a dealer, and all
regulated animals at all outlets are inspected.

Direct Sales: Anyone who sells domestic pets directly to pet owners is exempt, regardless of
sales volume. Such sales can be made in person or by mail.

Hobby Breeders: Small-scale breeders with gross sales under $500 per year arc exempt, as long
as these sales do not include wild or exotic animals, dogs, or cats. If you own no more than three
breeding female dogs or cats and sell the offspring, into the pet channels only, you are exempt.

Public Pounds: Animal shelters that are part of State, county, or local governments are exempt.
The exemption covers only the pound's own activities. You must have a dealer's license if you
purchase animals from pounds for resale or acquire them on contract for resale, The Pet
Protection Act of 1990 places some restrictions on pounds and shelters, such as a specific
holding period for animals before they may be sold fo a dealer.

Private Shelters: Animal shelters operated by humane societies and other private groups are
exempt unless animals are disposed of through trade channels as pets or to research institutions '
for use as laboratory animals, of animals are taken off the premises for exhibition to the public.

Trade-Day Sales Sponsors: Anyone arranging occasions for people to make private sales or
trades of animals is exempt. The exemption holds only if the sponsor does not act as
intermediary in the transaction. The buyers, sellers, and traders at trade-day sales, however, must
be licensed if they meet the definition of a dealer.

Boarding Kennels: Anyone housing animals for others is exempt, except for intermediate
handlers and holding facilities. You must be registered as an intermediate handler if, as part of
your services, you receive shipment of regulated animals traveling on public carriers. You have
to agree in writing to observe USDA's standards of animal care if you operate a holding facility-
meaning that you board regulated animials for licensed dealers or research facilities. APHIS
inspects regulated animals in holding facilities to ensure that they receive the required care;
dealers or research facilities need prior APHIS approval to board regulated animals with you.

Dealers in a Nonregulated Species: There is a blanket exemption for anyone handling only
those animals not included under Federal law or regulations (see Introduction). Examples of



businesses not needing licensing or registration are those restricted to birds, fish, reptiles, and
amphibians.

Animal Transporters

If you are involved in any way in the transportation of regulated animals as part of your business
operation, you must be licensed as a dealer or registered as an intermediate handler or carrier,
When contacting APHIS, indicate whether you are applying for a license as a private carrier or
are being registered as an intermediate handler or public carrier, as described below,

Regulated Businesses

Carriers: Any enterprise transporfing regulated animals for hire as a common cartier must be
registered as a carrier. This includes airlines, railroads, motor carriers, shipping lines, and other
enterprises. As a carrier, all your facilities where animals are kept or held are regulated, including
terminals and freight storage. You are responsible for enforcing all restrictions on animals that
can be legally shipped by your customers. You also are responsible for proper crating, whether
the shipper or receiver is a private pet owner, a business, an institution, or a Government agency.
Pets transported by their owners as carryon baggage are not subject to these restrictions.

Intermediate Handlers: Anyone taking custody of regulated animals in connection with
transporting them on public carriers must be registered as an intermediate handler. This
requirement covers boarding kennels that take responsibility for shipping animals or receiving
them after or during shipment, as well as freight forwarders and freight handlers.

- Contract Carriers: Anyone transporting regulated animals by contract or agreement must
obtain a license as a dealer and is responsible for-complying with all regulations and standards.
This requirement covers those that are not involved as common carriers or intermediate handlers
but do transport animals for profit or compensation, such as transporting animals for licensed
dealers to airports, pet stores, efc. :

Exempt Businesses

Transporters of Nonregulated Species: There is a blanket exemption for anyone transporting
only animals not included under Federal law or regulations (see Introduction). Examples of
carriers not needing licensing or registration are those restricting their services to birds, fish,
reptiles, and amphibians.

Animal Taxis: Individuals who transport private pets to and from the veterinarian, groomer, etc.

Animal Exhibitors

If you have animals on display to the public or conduct performances featuring animals, you
must become licensed as an exhibitor. When first contacting APHIS about a license, indicate the
number and species of exhibit animals you have on hand because the license fec is determined by
the number of animals held or exhibited. Also, indicate the annual income you receive from
exhibiting animals and from trading in animals. The annual license fees for an exhibitor are



based on the number of animals held or exhibited.

Under special circumstances, exhibitors may be registered instead of leensed, which requires no
fee. This applies to some noncommercial exhibits, sich as municipal deer parks that do not
charge admission and exhibit only animals native to the area.

~ If you have a traveling animal show that goes to more than one State, send your itinerary along
with your license application to the AC Regional Office in the area where you have your
permanent office or winter quarters, Inspections may be conducted at sites where your show is
performing. '

Zoological Parks: Animal exhibits open to the public must be licensed whether they are owned
by States, counties, or other local governments; corporations; foundations; or private individuals,
Zoos run by agencies of the Federal Government are not licensed or registered, but the animals
in these zoos are inspected and are subject fo these same USDA standards of animal care. Petting
- zoos with regulated animals, including rabbits, must be licensed and are subject to special
regulations profecting animals and the public.

Marine Mammal Shows: Exhibits, shows, and acts with marine mammals must be licensed.
This includes public aquariums, amusement parks, and zoos. However, exhibits in which free-
living marine mammals are viewed in their natural state are exempt; examples are coastal seal
rookeries or commercial whale sightseeing tours, Marine mammals include polar bears, sea
otters, whales, porpoises, dolphins, manatees, dugongs, seals, sea lions, walruses, and other
mammals that have fins or flippers. Marine mammals are protected by a separate set of standards
for care and handling.

Animal Performances: Any owner exhibiting animals doing tricks or shows must be licensed.
This includes each person owning animals performing in circuses, marine mammal shows,
amusement parks, carnivals, independent animal acts, television shows, movies, or educational
exhibits. All animals must receive the same quality of housing and other care, regardless of
whether they are currently performing.

Roadside Zoos: Tourist attractions exhibiting regulated animals must be licensed even if only a
single regulated animal is on exhibit.

Carnivals: Concessionaires who exhibit regulated animals must be licensed as exhibitors. (If
you give live regulated animals as prizes, you must be licensed as a dealer.) Carnivals cannot be
included in the exemption of an agricultural show, such as a fair with a midway.

Promotional Exhibits: Anyone who uses regulated animals to promote or advertise goods and
services must be licensed. (If you give away or sell animals as a prize, you must be licensed as a
dealer.) You must be licensed even if you do promotions with only  single animal, such as a bear
at a gasoline service station, a monkey at a trade show, or an elephant at a shopping center. You
also must be licensed if you use animals to promote photographs or photography.

Animal-Fighting Ventures: Staged dogfights, bear or raccoon baiting, and similar animal-



fighting ventures are prohibited by the Animal Welfare Act, with stiff penalties for convicted
sponsors and promoters, Cockfights are permitted only in the few States that have no law against
them. Animal-fighting ventures cannot be licensed or registered under the Act.

Exempt Businesses

Private Collections: Anyone who collects animals but does not exhibit them to the public is
exempt. The exemption does not apply, however, if you sell (for other than fur) any animal in the
collection, )

Amusement Parks: Amusement parks not owning animals are exempt. A person owning
animals that perform in an amusement park must be licensed as an exhibitor and must comply
with USDA requirements for facilities, conditions, and situations where animals are exhibited.
Amusement parks exhibiting marine mammals must be licensed, and their facilities must be
inspected by USDA.

Farm Animal Exhibition: Anyone who arranges and takes part in showing farm animals at
agricultural shows, fairs, and exhibits is exempt. However, anyone exhibiting farm animals for
nonagricultural purposes (such as petting zoos) must be licensed. Exhibitors of foreign farm
animals not commonly kept on American farms, including camels, must be licensed,

Booking Agents- Licensed Acts: Anyone booking or arranging animal acts without owning any
animals is exempt. However, as an agent you should realize that the exhibitors you book must
comply with USDA requirements for facilities, conditions, and situations where animals are
exhibited. ( Unlicensed Acts (foreign): If foreign circuses, acts, or shows enter the United States
to exhibit, their U.S. agent is required to be licensed and be responsible for the show.

Pet Shows: Sponsors and participants at pet shows, such as dog, cat, or rabbit shows, are
exempt by law.

Horse Shows: Trainers, owners, riders, and sponsors of horse shows-&thom;events where
horses perform in certain gaits-are not regulated under the Animal Welfare Act, APHIS does
regulate them, however, under the Horse Protection Act, which forbids the inhumane practice of
making a horse sore to enhance its performance. This law does not require registration or
licensing.

Rodeos: Competitive events featuring only farm animals and horses are exempt from both the
Animal Welfare Act and the Horse Protection Act. Two examples would be bull riding and barrel
racing. Circus-type acts performed at rodeos are not exempt and must be licensed as exhibitors.

Animal Preserves: Game preserves, hunting preserves, and similar enterprises that keep
animals in the wild state are exempt. However, if you maintain special exhibits for compensation
or promotional activities, you must be licensed or registered as an exhibitor. If you sell animals
to exhibits, research, or the pet trade, you must be licensed as a dealer.

Hunts: Hunting events are not regulated. Sponsors are not considered exhibitors if they keep



animals only for sport-not for exhibition purposes. Hunting is not considered animal fighting,
even if dogs, falcons, or other animals are used to help bring down game.

Shows of Nonregulated Animals: Anyone with exhibits limited to species of animals not
covered by law or regulated is exempt. Typical examples would be aviaries, reptile houses, and
aguarinms not showing marine mammals.

Research Facilities

Institutions using any regulated live animals for research, testing, teaching, or experimentation
must register with the USDA as "research facilities.” If the institution is part of a larger
organization, the parent organization must acquire the registration. Individual researchers and
their atfending veterinarians should make sure their institution is legally registered and all USDA
regulations and standards are followed.

* Included under research, testing, teaching, or experimentation are:

* Investigations on animal propagation and control-such as wildlife
ccology;

* Laboratory tests-including pregnancy tests, allergy tests, and other
diagnostic procedures;

* Quality-control studies-such as studies on the safetj,;, effectiveness, durability,
or other quality tests of commercial products; and

* College instruction-whether for research, or education for the improvement
of medical freatment techniques and methods.

Registration is required to ensure that laboratory animals are provided with care and comfort
meeting USDA standards. The law and regulations require the use of appropriate pain-relieving
drugs wherever possible. Registered research facilitics and all agencies of the Federal
Government using animals in research must submit an annual report stating how many regulated
animals were used and if any painful experiments were conducted. The report must include the
number and species of animals used in painful procedures and an explanation as to why it was
necessary to omit pain relief.

Regulated Institutions

State-Owned and Local Government Facilities: Public research institutions administered and/
or funded by a State or local government must be registered. State-run or locally run institutions
do not have to be licensed as dealers even if they sell or trade regulated animals, but they must be
licensed as exhibitors if they exhibit animals.

Private research or testing institutions must be registered as research facilities. If private
institutions sell, exhibit, or frade regulated animals to others, the institutions must be licensed as



animal dealers or exhibitors.

Drug Firms: Manufacturers of vaccines, drugs, and other medicines must be régistered as
research facilities if they do research, development, or quality-control tests on regulated animals.
Institutions must be registered under the Animal Welfare Act even if they have USDA
establishment Heenses to produce biologics under the Virus-Serum-Toxin Act. APHIS enforces
both acts, and the same inspector may check for compliance with both laws,

Teaching Institutions: Facilities involved in using animals for teaching purposes above the
secondary-school level must be registered under the Animal Welfare Act-for example, college or
university medical schools, veterinary schools, biology departments, etc.

Diaguos_tic Laboratories: All diagnostic laboratories using regulated animals must be
registered,

Marine Mammal Facilities: Facilities using marine mammals for behavioral, biomedical, and
related studies must be registered. (If the facility is open as an exhibit to the public, it must also
be licensed as an exhibitor.) The same standards of animal care required for exhibitors apply to
marine mammal research facilities.

Exempt Institutions

Federal Facilities: Agencies of the Federal Government that do research are not required to
register with USDA and are not inspected by APHIS, but each Federal agency is responsible for
complying with all USDA standards of animal care and for submitting an annua) report to USDA.
on the use of regulated laboratory animals. Federal agencies that exhibit regulated animals are .
.not required to be licensed but are inspected by USDA.

School Laboratories: Elementary, secondary, and all other schools below the college level are
by law exempt from registration.

Agricultural Research Institutions: Research institutions that perform work involving food,
fiber, or agriculture and that use horses and domestic farm animals, including rabbits, are exempt
by regulation and do not have to be registered. However, if such institutions are doing
nonagricultural biomedical research, they do need to be registered.

Institutions Using Only Biologic Specimens: If only dead biologic specimens-no live animals-
are used, an institution is exempt. Suppliers of dead specimens made from regulated animals or
dead animals, however, have to be licensed as dealers.

Institutions Using Only Nonregulated Species: A research institution is exempt if it uses only
laboratory animals exempted by law or regulation. Examples are birds and domestic rats and
mice. Wild species of rats and mice are regulated.

Animal Care Contact Information;

If you need more information about the Animal Welfare Act or your responsibilities in anirnal



care under this legislation, please contact the Animal Care Regional Office for your State. You
may also send us an clectronic mail message at the address below, or visit our home page on the
World Wide Web. ; ’

E-mail: ace{@aphis.usda.gov
World Wide Web: www.aphis.usda.gov/ac
Animal Care Regional Offices
Eastern Region States and Address:
Alabama, Connecticut, Dela{ware, District of Columbia, Florida, Georgia, Illinois, Indiana,

Kentucky, Maine, Maryland, Massachusetts, Michigan, Minnesota, Mississippi, New Hampshire,

New Jersey, New York, North Carolina, Ohio, Pennsylvania, Puerto Rico, Rhode Island, South
Carolina, Tennessee, Vermont, Virginia, West Virginia, Wisconsin

USDA, APHIS, AC

920 Main Campus Drive,
Suite 200, Unit 3040
Raleigh, NC 27606
Telephone: (919) 855-7100
Fax: (919) 855-7123

Western Region States and Address:

Alaska, Arizona, Arkansas, California, Colorado, Hawaii, Idaho, Towa, Kansas, Louisiana,
Missouri, Montana, Nebraska, Nevada, New Mexico, North Dakota, Oklahoma, Oregon, South
Dakota, Texas, Utah, Washington, Wyoming

USDA, APHIS, AC

2150 Centre Avenue, Building B, Mailstop 3W 11
Fort Collins, CO 80526

Telephone: (970) 494-7478

Fax: (970) 494-7461

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and

activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, religion, age, disability, political beliefs,

sexual orientation, or marital or family status, (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.)
Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program
information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA's TARGET Center at
(202) 720 -2600 (voice and TDD).

To file a complaint of discrimination, write USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, Room 326 -
W, Whitten Building, 14th and Independence Avenue, SW, Washington, DC 20250 -9410 or call
(202) 720 -5964 (voice and TDD). USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer.



Issued April 1992
Slightly revised April 2004
Reformatted for web August, 2005 (no loss of information)

Questions or comments? E-mail us at ace(@aphis.usda.gov
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From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia

Vervet monkey
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The vervet monkey (Chlorocebus pygerythrus), or simply vervet, is an Ola World
monkey of the family Cercopithecidae native to Africa. The term "vervet” is also used to
refer to all the members of the genus Chlorocebus. The five distinct subspecies can be
found mostly throughout Southern Africa, as well as some of the eastern countries.
Vervets were introduced to Florida, Texas, Alabama, Louisiana, Arizona, California,
Ascension Island, Cape Verde, Barbados, Saint Kitts, Bermuda, Bahamas, Cuba,
Jamaica, Haiti, Dominican Republic, and Nevis. These mostly vegetarian monkeys
have black faces and grey body hair color, ranging in length from about 50 centimetres
(20 in) for males to about 40 centimetres (16 in) for females.

In addition to very interesting behavioral research on natural populations, vervet
monkeys serve as a nonhuman primate model for understanding genetic and social
behaviors of humans. They have been noted for having human-like characteristics,
such as hypertension, anxiety, and social and dependent alcohol use. Vervets live in
social groups ranging from 10 to 70 individuals, with males changing groups at the time
of sexual maturity. The most significant studies done on vervet monkeys involve their
communication and alarm calls, specifically in regard to kin and group recognition and

particular predator sightings.

Physical description

The vervet monkey has a black face with a white fringe of hair, while the overall hair
color is mostly grizzled-grey. The adult male of all species has a pale blue scrotum and
a red penis. The species exhibits sexual dimorphism; the males are larger in weight
and body length. Adult males weigh between 3.9 and 8.0 kg (8.6 and 17.8 Ib),
averaging 5.5 kg (12 Ib), and have a body length between 420 and 600 mm (17 and
24 in), averaging 490 mm (19 in) from the top of the head to the base of the tail. Adult
females weigh between 3.4 and 5.3 kg (7.5 and 11.7 ih) and average 4.1 kg (8.0 1b),
and measure between 300 and 495 mm (11.8 and 19.5 in), averaging 426 mm

(16.8 in).

This species was known in ancient Egypt including the Red Sea Mountains and the
Nile Valley. From fresco artworks found in Akrotiri on the Mediterranean island of
Santorini there is evidence that the vervet monkey was known to the inhabitants of this
settlement around 2000 BC; this fact is most noted for evidence of early contact

between Egypt and Akrotiri.
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Genet (animal)

From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia

For other uses, see | —ez?ei" (cleambligusaiion).
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Common genet Genefta genetta |
Selentilic cleselficeticn

Kingdom: imzi
Phylum:
Class:
: Order:
| Family:
: ]

: Genus: ;

* Type epecies

| Viverra genetta |

i Linnzaus, —:s E
Genets (pronounced [’ d3an1ts/ or ld3e natsl) Cid Werld mammels from the order
Cernivors, suborder -ziformiz, family Viverride e, and subfamily *verrinas. They are
related to civsis, inssnge, foess, and mongocesa. The common genet is the only

viverrid present in Europe Almost all zzscize are contained within the o - Geneffa,

although the zzusiic c2rel is sometimes housed in its own genus Cehorists. Fossils
of the genus have been found to date from the Zizcars

[N L S wr N

Genets are “=. 7x:72¢ and are closely related to + 2~ zoos2s. Most of them have spotted coats, long,
banded =7 ¢z, small heads and large =s-s. (The zoov o =t is the most variable mmes=Doingics = of

LTI Eielol]

all genets and is often misidentified.) They are able to move through any opening that their head can fit

through. Like civets, genets have strong =3 glands, located by the anus, which are used for
territorial, sexual and social purposes.
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Genets possess exiremely long tails, typically around one to one and a half times the length of their
bodies. Their bodies are typically 16.9 to 22.9 inches long, while their tails are approximately 15.4-
20.9 inches long. These longs tails provide a highly effective counterweight that enables them to easily
maintain balance as they leap from tree limb to tree limb, However, the length of genets' tails does not
necessarily correspond to them inhabiting a more woody habitat.[8] They are not strictly terrestrial, and
spend much of their time in trees. Genets have semi-retractable claws, which they use for climbing and
holding prey, but not for fighting,

The color of the fur is variable, génerally grayish or yellowish, with brown or black spots on the sides,
sometimes arranged in rows. The tail may be black with white rings, and completely black genets are

fairly common.

Genets can move their eyes within their sockets, but eye mobility is limited; head movement is
required. Their ears can move via the pinna in order to locate sounds. The nose has a dual function,
both olfactory and tactile perception. Smelling is aided by the rhinarium, utilized in many other
mammals.Adult genets typically weigh around 1 to 3 kilograms, with an average weight of 2
kilograms,

Several species, including the common genet and the large spotted genet, are increasingly kept as pets
worldwide. Their curious and playful nature is akin to that of a kitten or a domestic ferret. They can eat
standard commercial cat food or ferret food, and they can be trained to use a litter box like a cat, The
genet arches its back and grooms itself in much the same way as a cat,

Genets are inquisitive but cautious animals and are easily startled. They can be held and petted, but for
. the most part do not like to be resirained. They are very clean pets, generally consistent in their use of

litter boxes.

Genets can be socialized to exist peacefully with other pets, such as cats and dogs, but théy will attack
small animal pets. Kruzer, the veterinary technician, amplifies on this: "Genets are riot cuddly pets.
They are nocturnal and don't do well in groups of genets but usually will get along with dogs and cats if
they have grown up with them. Smaller pets, like hamsters, will quickly become food to a genet.

Owners and experts strongly warn against giving a pet genet away. Jennifer Orchard, a writer of
articles on adopting exotic pets, says, "Once bonded, genets must remain with their original owner.
Much like flying squirrels, their attachment to their owner is very deep and they simply cannot adjust
to new people. Genets that are given away frequently become neurotic or even revert to a state of

- complete wildness. Ashley Duncan, another expert on exotics, writes, "Genets are a ONE family pet,
there is no such thing as rchoming a pet genet. They will not remain tame with a new family and a new
environment. Change in environment and caretakers is very stressful on genets and can also cause self

mutilation, cage pacing and behavior changes.
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Least Concern (IVCN 3.1)i1
- Sclentific claesification

. Kingdom: Animzlia
Phylum: Chordata
Class: Memmeliz

Oroger: Cernivora
Family: Canidae

- Genus: Vulpes

. Species: V. zerda

o - Binomisl nathe

Vulpes zerda

(Zimmermann, 1780)

.. ... [Femecrange
The fennec fox or fennec (Vulpes zerda) is a smiall nocturnal fox found in the Sahara
of North Africa. Its most distinctive feature is its unusually large ears, which also serve
to dissipate heat. lis name comes from the Arghic word 4 (fanak), which means fox,
and the species name zerda comes from the Greek word xeros which means dry,
referring to the fox's habitat.[2] The fennec is the smallest species of cznid in the world.
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desert environments. In agdition, its hearing is sensitive enough fo hear prey moving
underground. It mainly eats insects, small mammals, and birds. -

The fennec has a life span of up to 14 years in captivity. lts main predators are the
African varieties of eagle owl. Families of fennecs dig out dens in sand for habitation
and protection, which can be as large as 120 m? (1,292 sq {t) and adjoin the dens of
other families. Precise population figures are not known but are estimated from the
frequency of sightings,; these indicate that the animal is currently not threatened by
extinction. Knowledge of social interactions is limited to information gathered from
captive animals. The species is usually assigned to the genus Vuipes; however, this is
debated due to differences between the fennec fox and other fox species. The fennec's
fur is prized by the indigenous peoples of North Africa, and in some parts of the world,

the animal is considered an exotic pet.

Description

The fennec fox weighs about 1.5-3.5 Ib (0.68-1.59 kg), with a body length of between
24~41 cm (8-16 in); it is around 20.3 cm (6 in) tall.{3) It is the smallest species of canid
in the world.[4] The tail has a black tip and is 18-31 cm (7-12 in) long, while the ears
can be between 10-15 cm (3.9-5.9 in) long.|

The coat is often a cream color and fluffy, which deflects heat during the day and
keeps the fox warm. at night.[3] The fennec's characteristic ears are the largest among
all foxes relative to body size,[3] and serve to dissipate heat, as they have many blood
vessels close to the skin.[s} The ears of a fennec are sensitive enough {o hear prey that
may be underground;is] the soles of its feet are protected from the hot desert sand by

thick fur. -
As pets

A pet fennec scratching an ear with a hind foot.
The fennec fox is bred commercially as an exotic house pet.[s] Breeders tend to
remove the young kits from the mother to hand-rear, as owners prefer tamer and more

handleable foxes, thereby making them more expensive.[19]

The species is classified a "small wild/exotic canid” by the United States Department of
Agriculture, along with the coyote, dingo, jackal, and Arctic fox,[25] and is considered
the only species of fox, other than the domesticated silver fox, which can properly be
kept as a pet. Although it cannot be considered domesticated, it can be kept in a
domestic sefting similar to dogs or cats.[26] A breeders' registry has been set up in the
United States to avoid any problems associated with inbreeding
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Setentific classification

Kingaom: Animzlis

Phylum: Chorgata
. Class: Mzrmmelis
. Order; Carnivora

Family: Cetidae ‘
' Genus: Vulpes :
. Species. V. velox

Binomist tsie
Vulpes velox
(Szy, 1823)
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Swift fox range

Synonymns
» hebes Merriam, 1802
The swift fox (Vulpes velox) is a small light orange-tan fox around the size of a
domestic ot found in the western grasslands of North Americe, such as Miontans,
Colorado, New Mexico, Oklzhoma and Texas. H also lives in Miznitobe, Sgskatchewsan
and Alberta in Canacds, where it was previously extirpzated. It is closely related to the kit
fox and the two species are sometimes known as subspecies of Vulpes velox becsuse
hybrids of the two species occur naturally where their ranges overlap.
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in the 1830s as a result of predator control programs, but was successfuily
reintroduced later. _

Like most canids, the swift fox is an omnivore, and its diet includes grasses and fiuits
as well as small mammals, carrion, and insects. In the wild, its lifespan is three {o six
years, and it breeds once annually, from late December to March, depending on the
geographic region. Pups are born anywhere from March to mid-May, and are weaned
at six to seven weeks old. :

Description

The swift fox has a dark, grayish, tan coloration that extends to a yellowish tan color
across its sides and legs. The throat, chest, and belly range from pale yellow to white
in color. Its tail is black-tipped, and it has black patches on its muzzle. lts ears are
noticeably large. It is about 12 inches (30 cm) in height, and 31 inches (79 cm) long,
measuring from the head to the tip of the tail, or about the size of a domestic cat. Its
weight ranges from around five to seven pounds. Males and females are similar in
appearance, although males are slightly larger.

Conservation status |

The swift fox was once a severely endangered species, due to predator control
programs in the 1930s that were aimed mostly at the gray wolf and the coyote.[7] The
species was extirpated from Canada by 1938, but a reintroduction program started in
1983 has been successful in establishing small populations in southeast Alberta and
southwest Saskatchewan, despite the fact that many reintroduced individuals do not
survive their first year. In May 1993, the Species at Risk Act listed the swift fox as an
endangered species in Canada.

Exact population numbers of the swift fox are unknown, but it is known that they
currently inhabit only 40% of their historic range.[s} In addition to its populations in
Canada, there are also swift fox populations in the United States, ranging from South
Dakota fo Texas. In 1995, the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service determined that the fox
warranted an endangered Iistmg, but other higher priority species precluded its listing

Behavior

in the wild, the swift fox usually lives 3-6 years, but may live up to 14 years in captivity.
It is primarily nocturnal, spending only evenings and nighttime above ground in the
summer. Daytime activities are usually confined to the den, but it has been known to
spend the warm midday period above ground during the winter.[7] The swift fox is more
heavily dependent on ifs den than most North American canids, using them as shelter
from predators. These dens are usually underground burrows that are fwo fo four
meters in length.[7] It has been known to run very fast, at speeds of over 50 km/h

(30 mph).[71 or up to 60 km/h (40 mph) 10] The coyote is the swift fox's main predator,
but often chooses not to consume the swift fox.[11] Other predators include the badger,
golden eagle, and bobcat.[11] It is also vulnerable to trapping and poisoning, as well as
death on highways.[12]

Reproductioniedit]
The adult swzﬁ fox S breedmg season varies Weth reglon In the southem Un:ted States
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The male swift fox matures and may mate a’t one year ‘Wwhile the female usually wa:ts
until her second year before breeding. Adults live in pairs, ana although some
individuals mate for life, others choose different partners each year. Gestation {akes
around 51 days, and four to five kits are born.[s][7}

The swift fox only has one litter annually, but may occupy up to thirteen dens in one
year, moving because prey is scarce or because skin parasites build up inside the den.
Sometimes it makes other burrows from other bigger animals, even though it is
completely capable of digging one on its own. Pups are born in the den and typically
remain there for approximately one month. A newborn pup's eyes and ears remain
closed for ten to fifteen days, leaving it dependent on the mother for food and
protectton during this time. It is usually weaned around six or seven weeks old and
remains with its parents until fall.[7] Recent research has shown that social organization
in the swift fox is unusual among canids, since it is based on the females.[13] Females
maintain territories at all times, but males emigrate if the resident female is killed or
retnoved,
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Sclentific classificetion
 Kingdom:  Animezlia

- Phylum: Chordats
Class: Meammaliz

- Order: Carmivora
Family: Felidzs
Genus: Ly

Species: L. canadensis

Binomial name
Lyt canadensis

Kerr, 1792

Canada lynx range
Synaonyins
Lynx borealisi]

The Canada lynx (Lynx canadensis) or Canadian lynx is a North American mammal
of the cat family, Felidze. With the recognised subspecies, it ranges across Cznsdza
and into Alsska as well as some parts of the northern United Staies.

- With a dense silvery-brown coat, ruffed face and tufted ears, the Canada lynx
resembles the other species of the mic-sized Ly genus.



pnysical cnaracterisucs

The appearance of the Canada lynx is similar to that of the Eurasian lynx: the dense

fur is silvery brown and may bear blackish markings. In summer, its coat takes on a |
more reddish brown color. It has a furry ruff which resembles a double-pointed beard, a
short tail with a black tip, and long furry tufts on its ears. Its long legs with broad furred
feet aid in traveling through deep show. |

It is smaller than its Eurasian cousin, at a weight of 5 to 17 kg (11 to 37 [b), 76 to
106 cm (30 to 42.in) in length, and a shoulder height of 48 to 56 cm (18 to 22 in).
Males are larger than females. Although the species is larger on average than the
bobcat, it is less variable in size and the largest bobcats outsize the lynx.[7][8]

Like all lynx, it has 28 teeth, with four long canines for puncturing and gripping. The
lynx can feel where it is biting the prey with its canines because they are heavily laced
with nerves. The lynx also has four carnassials that cut the meat into small pieces. In
order for the lynx to use its carnassials, it must chew the meat with its head to its side.
There are large spaces between the four canines and the rest of the teeth, and a
reduced number of premolars, to ensure that the bite goes as deeply as possible into

the prey.i9] _
Adaptations that lynx have for manoeuvering through the deep snow are feet with a
large gap between the first and second toes and their big toe set at a wide angle which
gives them a better vicelike grip on the show.

Conservation

The Canada lynx is trapped for its fur and has declined in many areas due to habitat
loss, however, the IUCN lists them as a species of Least Concern.j2| On March 24,
2000, the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service issued its Final Rule, which designated the
Canada lynx a Threatened Species in the southern-most 48 states.[24][25] Canada lynx-
hobcat hybrids have also been detected at the southern periphery of the current
population range for lynx (Maine, Minnesota and New Brunswick)i26)27] which may limit

their recovery in the south.



Brazilian three-banded armadillo

From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia
Brazilian three- banded :
armadillo

A Brazilian three- banded armamllo at
- Conservation status
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Kingdom: Animelis
Phylum: Chiordzats
Class: Mammalia
Order: Cingulzsts
Family: ‘Dasypodidze
Genus: Tolypeutes
Species: T. tricinctus

Binamiat name
Tolypeutes tricinctus
(Linnasus, 1758)




The Brazilian three-banded armadillo (Tolypeules tricinctus) is an armadillo species
endemic to Brazil, where it is known as fafu-bola (Portuguese pronunciation: [te'tu "boiel,
tit. ball armadillo). It is one of only fwo species of armadillo (the other is the southern
three-banded armadillo) that can roll into a ball. {t has suffered a 30% decline in
population in the last 10 years.

Diet

The main staples of its diet are ants and termites, which it can smell through up to 20
centimeters of soil. It finds food by shuffling slowly along with its nose to the ground.
When it detects prey, it frantically digs a hole and thrust its nose into it, using its long,

sticky tongue to lap up any insects it may find. Other foods include mollusks, worms,
fruit, and carrion,

Anatomyi

Brazilian three-banded armadillos have a head-and-body length of about 22 to 27 cm
(8.7 to 10.6 in) and the tail is between 6 and 8 cm (2.4 and 3.1 in) long. They weigh 1-
1.6 kg (2.2--3.5 Ib). The armor is composed of ossified dermal scutes covered by
nonoverlapping, keratinized epidermal scales, which are connected by flexible bands
of skin. This armor covers the back, sides, head, tail, ears, and outside surfaces of the
legs. The underside of the body and the inner surfaces of the legs have no armored
protection, and are covered instead by long, coarse hair. The genus Tolypeutes, which
includes both the Brazilian and southern species of three-banded armadillos, is unigue
in the ability to roll up in a tight, almost impenetrable ball. This is because their armor is
slightly looser than that of other armadillo genera, which allows for greater freedom of
movement. The loose armor also creates a layer of air between the shell and the body,
which insulates the animal. This higher capacity for thermoregulation allows them to
survive in climates too arid for some of the other armadillo species. When the armadillo
rolls into a defensive ball, the ears are tucked into the shell and the head and tail
interlock to seal the shell completely. The teeth are soft and peg-like, adapted solely
for smashing the exoskeletons of insects.

Behavior

Armadillos are chiefly solitary, but this species will occasionally travel in small family
groups of up to three members. They are largely nocturnal, but have been known {o
forage during the day. All the armadillos are spectacular diggers, but unlike most of the
other species, three-banded armadillos do not dig in defense or to find shelter. They
prefer to rest under bushes, rather than dig burrows, and their ability to roll into a ball
makes defensive digging unnacessary. When they are not foraging, they move with a
sort of trot, bouncing on the tips of their front toes, while their hind feet slap flatly on the
ground. They mark their territories with secretions from glands on their face, feet, and
rump. When threatened, they occasionally do not seal their armor completely, but wait
unti! they are touched. They then quickly snap shut in an effort to startle the predator.
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June 29, 2015

This letter supersedes previous letter writteny and signed by Mathias Kerekes on
6,/17/2015 in regards to our neighbor, Jennifer Kasserman, who resides at 7815
Houser Street,

To Whom It May Concern:

Ms. Kasserman has invited us on multiple occasions to come and see the set up of
her property in regards to safety features of the cages and to talk with us about care
of the animals. Mathias Kerekes has gone up and was shown around the property.
She explained that animals are surrounded by tall fences to protect them from
humans and local wild animals.

Ms: Kasserman’s property is directly behind o._iii';s, at 7820 Windsor Drive. As it
currently stands, we have no problems with the Property as long as she continues to
take full responsibility for any and all liabilities as a result of the animals. Our
wishes include, that it remains clean, and theré are not any smells that are
bothersome to us. The property must also be complaint with rules and regulations
with all Federal, State, and County laws.

Sincerely,

judith and Mathias Kerekes
7820 Windsor Road
Kansas City, MO 64167
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Jerry and Susie Delgado
7807 Windsor Drive
Kansas Qity, MO 64167

June 36, 2015

Matt Tapp, AICP, MBA

Director: Clay County Planning and Zoning Department
234 W, Schrader, Suite C

Liberty, MO 64068

To: Mr. Tapp and the Planning and Zoning Department

We are writing this letter in support of Jennifer Kasserman. We have known Jennifer since
2007; when she joined the Visual Arts Department for the North Kansas City Schools. My wife
Susie, worked with Jennifer as an Elementary Art teacher, for seven years. | also worked with
lennifer as an e-campus instructor for NKC Schools.

We moved to our current residence at 7807 Windsor Drive, in Aug. of 2008. This is one block
South of Jennifer’s home.

We are not going to be able to attend the Planning and Zoning meeting on July 7“‘, so we would
like to give our support to Jennifer through this letter. We have no complaints about the
animals she cares for at her home. We hope that since she has lived at her residence since
2010, she will be exempt from the code changes that were made by Clay County concerning
Exotic Animal Ownership, in 2012. If your department is not able to allow her exemption from
this code change, then it is our hope that she will be allowed to obtain the Conditional Use
Permit, if that is what the county deems necessary. '

We know that all of the animals on Jennifer’s property are well cared for; and she always meets
or exceeds standards set by the USDA when her property is inspected. As neighbors in close
proximity to Jennifer; we feel safe in knowing all of the animals are in secure cages that keep
them safe from predators, as well as containing the animals to ensure the safety of all of us in
the neighborhood. The animal cages are all within a farger perimeter containment area, which
is entered through a secured gate. The entire area is covered to give shade to the animals, as
well as to enclose the top of the cages.

As retired educators, we are very much in favor of the educational programs Jennifer does with
her “Animal Ambassadors”. It is through her educational outreach programs that she is able to
promote wildlife conservation; and bring awareness to the community about animals from all
over the world. We hope she will be able to continue this service.

Respectfully,

Jerry and Susie Delgado

Ut



July 5, 2015

Clay County Missouri
Planning and Zoning

234 W. Shrader, Suite C
Liberty, MO 64068-2448

RE: Case No. July15-130CUP

To Whom it May Concern:

My husband and  received a certified letter from the county on June 18, 2015 notifying us that a
Conditional Use Permit case was being convened on my neighbor Jennifer Kasserman and her exotic

animals.

We have lived at'our present location of 7814 Houser Street since long before Jennifer moved in to her
property across the street from us at 7815 Houser Street in December 2010. Not once in the years that
she has lived close to us have we ever felt any level of concern from the exotic animals that she keeps
on her property. We say this as a neighbor who have dogs, cats and horses and can assure you that

their wellbeing is a priority in our household.

Ms. Kasserman keeps her property very well maintained and is a pleasure to have in the neighborhood.
We were alwdys aware that there were exotic animals that she had as her profession on the property
and we have never had any reason to not support her in this occupation. Her animals have never
roamed freely, when seen they always appear healthy and well cared for.

In summary, we completely support her continued housing of exotic animals at her home and hope you
do not deny this CUP,

Sincerely,

James and Andrea Leist

Jon Fost Orolan !

Jennifer Kasserman
Matt Tapp



Tuly 7, 2015

Clay County Missour]
Planning and Zoning

234 W. Shrader, Suite C
Liberty, MO 64068-2448

RE: Case No. July15-130CUP
To Whom It May Concern:

Last month I received a certified letter from the county telling us that a Conditional Use Permit
case was being held regarding my neighbor Jennifer Kasserman and her exotic animals. [ am
writing to let you know of our support of her keeping those animals in our neighborhood.

My family moved into our house at 8015 Windsor Drive in December 2013, a street behind
Houser Street. My husband and I have 3 young children and were aware of the exotic animals
that reside at 7815 Houser Street before we moved. We have never worried about her exotic
animals in all the time we have lived in our house, My youngest son was 4 when we moved.
We also have pets of our own,

My family loves living in the country with deer; rabbits, skunks, squirrels and coyotes crossing
our property frequently. The children also have greatly enjoyed seeing some of the baby servals
that Ms. Kasserman has shown them. Her back yard and the cages for the exotic animals are
visible from our front yard, The property and animals always appear well cared for from our
view of them every day. We also see cows and horses that are kept near us as well,

We don’t understand why there is any action being taken about the exotic animals that cuirently
reside in our neighborhood. Itisa large part of what makes it such a special place to raise a
family.

Sincerely,

DeAnn Richards

10O nun, Rehands

CC: Jennifer Kasserman
Matt Tapp

Li/b



To Clay County Commissioners and Board of Planning and Zoning,

Our names are Nathan Scott Shaffer and Teresa Shaffer and we
have known Jennifer Kasserman for over 10 years. Unfortunately
we will be unable to attend the county hearing on July 7th, 2015.
Therefore, we are submitting this letter in hopes that it can help
give the board a better understanding of what Jennifer does and
how it is beneficial to your community.

Jennifer mentored with us for several years before she started her
own exotic animal education and breeding for conservation
business. We have heen in this business for over 14 years and
have always held a standard of excellence that allowed us to
share our animals with people and educate them about
conservation without a single incident. This is done by following
all guidelines the USDA requires to have the proper permits and
licensing. Jennifer is USDA licensed and trained in proper
husbandry and care for animals. This includes knowing all steps to
ensure public safety at all times and each animals welfare. She is
routinely inspected and all enclosures and animal care protocols
are evaluated by the United States Department Of Agriculture to
keep her license current.

Jennifer is currently doing educational programs for Mid
Continent Library and numerous public and private schools at
several locations. She also works with AZA (American Zoological
Association), ZAA (Zoological Association of America) and the FCF
(Feline Conservation Federation). These organizations all have
strict regulations and codes of conduct that demand the utmost
professionalism in every aspect of animal care and public safety.
Jennifer is currently working on her FCF accreditation.

Typically accreditation takes anywhere form 6-months to 2 years
but we see no reason that she will not be approved. Jennifer
received her USDA license upon her first inspection. This is almost
unheard of. Typically USDA finds something that needs changes or



improvement and makes more than one visit for approval. She
exceeds most of their minimum requirements in regards to public
safety, animal safety, enrichment and care,

Her small exotic animal breeding program provides ambassador
animals for zoos and other USDA licensed facilities all over the
country. One great example would be the Columbus Zoo, whom
we have provided kittens to, to be hand reared as ambassador
animals. These animals have the very best veterinarian care and
enrichment possible. Jack Hanna can be seen on TV with Jennifer's
kittens, educating people about conservation and the need to
help them survive from extinction. Children and even adults learn
to care about something by seeing and experiencing it up close,
Without programs such as Jennifer's and other licensed exotic
animal educators and breeders, this would not be possible. Her
work with Dr. Brain W. Davis and the Exotic Genome Project is
also something that is imperative to the survival of many species.
Not just anyone is cut out for what we do or dedicated enough to
do it. Jennifer is an important part to our animal community and
without her being able to continue what she is doing we will loose
a very important resource in our drive for education and
preservation, Please take all of this into consideration and allow
Jennifer to continue her plight to educate our children on the
importance of these animals and all conservation around the
world.

. Sincerely,

Nathan and Teresa Shaffer
ExoticAnimalsRus

Please feel free to contact us at any time for any questions:

816-985-2901
exoticanimalsrus@yahoo.com

ys



July 7, 2015

Clay County Planning & Zoning Department
Matt Tapp, AICP, MBA Director

234 W. Shrader Suite C

Liberty, Missouri 64068

RE: Collaboration with Jennifer Kasserman

Dear Mr. Tapp,

My name is Brian W. Davis. I am a geneticist and founder of the Exotic Genome Repository, a
multidisciplinary biological bank that collects, processes, curates, and preserves tissues and genomes for
the scientific and husbandry communities, Our work helps facilitate the study of exotic populations both
in the wild and captivity for the purpose of improving our understanding of population dynamics and
disease detection. We operate in collaboration with numerous institutions and researchers throughout
the country. for the purpose of building genomic tools and testing methodologies to help understand
inherited disease within exotic species, while contributing to the body of scientific knowledge and
education available to the populous as a whole.

It is though the assistance of individuals like Ms. Kasserman that allow us to do the work we do.
Samples that have been and are continuing to be provided by Ms. Kasserman are essential to our
research, particularly in understanding the genomic underpinnings of feline morphology. Combining
detailed veterinary records, parentage data, and overall information about these animals only available in
captivity, with genomic data generated by ourselves and our collaborators, helps us understand canine,
feline, and other exotic species in a way not possible in the wild. Through the contributions of those
like Ms, Kasserman, who have unrivaled veterinary surveillance and interaction with their animals, the
ability for the scientific community to understand the complexities of species biology and how best to
care for the animals with whom we share this planet is significantly enhanced.

Sincerely,

e

Brian W, Davis, Ph.D.
Founder, Exotic Genome Repository

Fellow, National Human Genome Research Institute
National Institutes of Health

YL
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Feline Conservation Federation

July 2, 2015

Clay County

Planning & Zoning Department
Matt Tapp, AICP, MBA Director
234 W, Shrader Suite G
Liberty, Missouri 64068,

Dear IMatt Tapp,

| am writing you on behalf of Jennifer Kasserman, an important member of the Feline Conservation Federation (FCF).
FCF is an international 501 C 3 society dedicated to the preservation, protection, and propagation of exotic felines.
The FCF supports conservation of wild felids by advocating for qualified individuals to pursue captive husbandry. FCF
provides expertise and material support to ensure the continued weliare and viability of these populations, FCF
contributes to research and funds protection programs that benefit felids living in nature. Jennifer is the FCF's
membership chairparson, Jennifer donates a substantial amount of her time keeping the membership records current
and new members properly welcomed and educated.

Jennifer is registered in the FCF Feline Handler database as an Intermediate Handler, having documented more than
seven years' experience going back to 2008. Jennifer is licensed by the USDA to breed, sell, and exhibit wildlife. She
has hand raised and conditioned exotic kittens for other USDA licensed wildlife educators, zoos, wildlife centers and
licensed individuals. She operates Exotics R Us, a licensed outreach business that conducts wildlife conservation
presentations for the youth, adult, and geriatric communities using tamed wildlife ambassadors.

Jennifer is a graduate of the FCF Feline Husbandry Course and the FCF Wildlife Conservation Educators Course.
She is a knowiedgeable and responsible wildiife owner and breeder. She has cantributed o genetic studies, and has
volunteered fo assist with the FCF’s Wild Species Registry.

Captive populations of exotic felines are & necessary part of conservation and education. Jennifer Kasserman, like
most FCF licensed breeders are playing an important role in providing captive habitat and contributing to genetic
diversity so that felines can continue to be managed in captivity for the good of the animals and the species alike.

On a personal level, | have known Jennifer for many years, as we are both USDA licensed and keep similar feline
species. | am familiar with her husbandry experience and can say with confidance that she meets USDA safety
standards, and is qualified to own exotic felines, exhibit exotic felines and breed and sell these felines. Jenniferis a
responsible business owner and wildiife educator. Her service to the surrounding communities Is extremely valuable,
especially in light of the looming extinction risis. Many environmental problems can only be cured by pubilic education
that creates a connection to the wildlife at risk and the willingness to make changes to reverse environmental
destruction. Outreach wildlife ambassadors, such as those born at Exotics R Us, are part of the answer,

Sincerely,

Lynn Culver
Executive Director
Feline Conservation Federation

141 Polk Road 664, Mena, AR 71953 www.felineconservation.org



To: Clay County Commissioners and Board of Planning and Zoning

My name is Della Jacot, I currently volunteer at Cedar Cove Feline

~ Conservatory and Education Center a Non Profit 501 (C) 3, all
volunteer organization in Louisburg, Kansas. My position at Cedar
Cove is Board Vice President and Director of Animal Care. | have been
working with exotic animals for many years.

At Cedar Cove, we house and care for large carnivores such as tigers,
lions, cougars, and leopards. We also have small lesser felines such as
the Lynx.

| have known Jennifer Kasserman for approximately seven years, We
met at the Feline Conservation Federation exotic feline hushandry
class. Ms. Kasserman has also attended the course and passed the
test for Wildcat Conservation Education.

On many occasions | have been to Ms. Kasserman’s facility to visit the
small animals she houses. itis always secure and clean. The animals
are very well cared for. Following Ms, Kasserman’s protocols for
security and safety, | have assisted with gathering samples for Dr.
Brian W. Davis’s Exotic Genome Project. Never was there a time
where human or animal were put in danger.

The educational program presented by Ms. Kasserman’s business is an
enormous benefit to our young in that it plants a seed and provides
the idea for future generations to possibly become wildlife biologists,
zoologists, veterinarians, or conservationists.

The educational program Ms. Kasserman provides is also good for
business and helps the revenue stream for each community she
provides a service for. When individuals read about the animals
coming to their local library or school many plan to visit, shop and eat
in the various businesses surrcunding the event.



Jennifer Kasserman’s work with these small animals is not only safe
but vital to education and prosperous growth in the community.

Thank you for your time,

Della M. Jacot

Difectc:r, Animal Care

Board of Directors, Vice President

Cedar Cove Feline Conservatory & Education Center
3783 K-68 Hwy

Louishurg, KS 66053

Cell 913-549-7640 Park 913-837-5515

ettp:fiSaveoursiberians.org



July 7, 2015

Clay County Planning and Zoning Dept
Makt Tapp, AICP MBA

Director

234 W Shrader

Suite C

Liberty, MO 64068

Cce: Jennifer Kasserman
7815 Houser St
Kansas City, MO 64167

Letter of Support Pertafning to Jennifer Kasserman “EDW Animal Facliity™

Nir Tapp;

| am writing a letter of Support in favor of Jennifer Kasserman and Exofic’s R Us. | have known
Jennifer Kasserman for 25+ years and recently began the rigorous process of becoming a handler and
trainer for Exotic’s R Us programs. For me, it began a few years ago when [ took my children fo the
Kearney Library after hearing that library was doing a free presentation for the public to help educate
parents and children alike on various different animals. | will NOT use the word “dangerous” in this
instance as the county has tried to present itself that way because neither myself nor my children, nor
anyone in the library felt threatened or fearful of the animals that were presented. There were no Lions,
Tigers of Bears, No large felines presented. Jennifer, Exolic’s R Us, Mid Continent Libraries, the Public
Scheol Systems, or the various outreach programs for the elderly, or disadvantaged or disabled children
camps have NEVER put themselves in harm's way by having Jennifer and these ambassador animals
come out for a program. She specifically states at the start of every program that if an animal doesn't
want to come today, wasn't feeling well, or just wanted a day off, then we do not force them to come. So
the animals do vary from program to program based on the mood of the animals that day. We got to hear
about the different species of animals presenied, how to tell them apart from animals that have been
compared to them, the habitats they live in, the foods they eat, the predators that the animals have to
deal with in the wild, and ways to help support animals through education, conservation, and
sponsorships through various programs throughout the United States. As well as other fun quirky facts
aboul each individual animal. The show was only suppose o be for 45 minufes or so, but there were so
many interested children and parents with more questions that she stayed an additional 30 minutes or so
taking the time to talk to each of these people on an individual basis.

That show led me to asking Jennifer about how to get involved, and how | could volunteer my
time and services and get fo know more about the programs and the animals. | was raised in the country,
animal rehabilitation has been something | have been part of for many years. Jennifer told me the big
thing first was to learn SAFETY. Not just for the public, but for the animals themselves. From entering the
enclosures, o feeding and watering, to the disaster plan, the loading of animals securely, to even learning
the correct way to hold an animal ambassador during educational programs. it is not and was not
something you can just walk into blindly. Jennifer has.made sure that both the animals and myself are
comfortable with one another and spend one on one time with each of them to ensure the bond and

safety for the ambassadors.

The enclosures go above and beyond the USDA recommended guidelines for the safety of the
public and the animals. | personally have been there fo help build the inner and out perimeter fences, do
walk throughs constantly to check for weakness or and make repairs when and where needed. Feeding
and watering and enclosure cleaning is handled DAILY with the animals. There are water misters in each
pen for it when it gets exiremely hot, shade cloth on every enclosure, and there are heated water bowls
for the times when there is extreme cold. 1.am out in the blazing heat of the day, at night, and am on call
as nzeded for these animals, There is bamboo fencing around all perimeter enclosures to prevent apy



Page 2

stress or anxiety to the animals and also as a barrier for the outside public. No one ¢an see in unless
going about it illegally or are trespassing on the property. | am not'the only one that makes up this group
of animal educators and handlers that are constantly in contact with the animals. They say I takes a
viltage to raise a child, and this is no different. From feeding and watering, o enrichiment activities, to the
daily task of cleaning pens...it DOES take all of us to make this work. And Jennifer has not only made it
work, but has succeeded. The USDA permit is the proof in that. The repeat educational programs booked
year after year shows the success and the interest and the need for these types of businesses to exist.

I am so thankful fo be a part of this amazing facility and to be able to be there, watching parents
- and kids eyes light up and all of the arms raised full of questions at every show we do. In my opinion, this
is not a "danger” to the public, her neighbors, or anyone that respectfully adheres to guidelines required to
treat, care for, and transport these animals. | hope that this letter of support will help those on the board
better understand what it is she is doing and what an asset she is to the entire Kansas City community.

Crystal Harris

4352 N Colorado Ave
Kansas City, MO 64117
816-668-8993

(AN
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PROTECTFING AND DEFERDING ANIMAL ENTERPRISE

July 6,2015

Matt Tapp

Director

Clay County Plamning and Zoning Department
234 W Shrader, Suite C

Liberty, MO 64068

Dear Mr. Tapp:

For many years, I have worked closely with animal owners and animal related businesses nationwide. In recent years,
ray husband Mark Patterson and I have gotten to know Jennifer Kasserman. Jennifer and her care for animals
exemplifies excellence in stewardship shat far exceeds standard regulations and oversight of many animal breeding or
educational facilities.

Jennifer’s private ownership of animals is providing essential scientific research in the quest for better education,
conservation, and prevention of extinction of many species.

We strongly endorse Jennifer Kasserman and her animal research, conservation and education program,
Should you have any questions, please do not hesitate to call me.

Sincerely,

Mindy Patterson

President
The Cavalry Group

\
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Tuly 3, 2015

To Whom It May Concern:
My name is Ronnie Strack, I am a biologist and owner of the Non-for Profit,
Wild Canine Conservation Center in Ohio. My facility is licensed and we are
looking forward to getting our first captive bred swift foxes. Swift foxes
once were on the verge of extinction. Now they are onlj in thirty five
percent of théir native range. There are not many swift foxes in captive
breeding programs. Jennifer Kasserman’s skulk of swift foxes is the largest
known of in the United States and is very crucial to the species survival,
Jennifer does a great job educating the public of the importance of the swift
fox and being a private facility has better chances than any public facilities
in having a successful kit birth. These foﬁes are secure in their surroundings
currently and uprooting them would only add stress causing less likelihood
of offspring, which in turn would be more defriment to the species survival.
Ronnie Strack

Wild Canine Conservation Center
rereptiles@yahoo.com

(513) 288-5653




June 30, 2015

To Clay County Planning and Zoning - Attention Matt Tapp:

| am writing this letter today to make sure that all are informed and aware of the importance that
Jennifer Kasserman and JK Animals LLC, dba Exotics R Us are to our community. Myself and my family have
known Ms. Kasserman both professionally and socially for over almost two decades. Jennifer is an extremely
hard worker and always has gone above and beyond no matter what she is working on. She has always had at
least two jobs, sometimes four since | have known her. She pays her bills, owns her house, continuestogoto
school and educate herself while working as an educator also. ‘

Jennifer has been working with different animals for as long as | can remember. She is a part of many
groups and organizations and caters to all age levels. She shares her knowledge with many people throughout
the Kansas City Metropolitan and surrounding areas. Her business is not a non-for-profit but Jennifer goes out of
her way to share what she can whenever she can to help get the word out about important animals husbandry
and preservation.

This December our group at Reece & Nichols decided to do a Holiday fun filled free event for all of our
customers, friends and public. We had multiple age appropriate fun activities for families to come and do
together. One thing we offered were pictures for the public with Santa. Jennifer and | spoke prior to the event
and she offered to donate herself and one of her staff to come and bring a few animal ambassadors to our event.
Everyone was surprised and “Wowed" by the animals. They were all a big success and brought that
something exira to the table we wanted to provide to our clients and their families. Jennifer and her staff were
more than professional; there was always a handler with each animal. They took pictures and answered
questions during the event. We are fortunate to have someone like Jennifer available and around locally. We are
hoping to include her in more events in the future _

* In working Real-estate most of my life and our office being who helped Jennifer spend two years looking
for the perfect location for her to move to for her animal business and finally find the perfect location and
purchase her home at 7815 Houser St. Kansas City MO 64167 | am very upset with the idea of this location being
in question to house the animals. This home was choose based on location, land layout, R-1 Status, and law
restrictions. Jennifer is USDA licensed and works to be diligent in following the rules. There are no safety issues
with her animals and no neighbor is right next door to her home inside or outback. Also her fargest animal on site
is a Golden Retriever, obviously there is no danger to her staying in her home with her animals in Unincorporated
Clay County.

We need people like Jennifer in our community to spread awareness and teach us all about new things.
We need our County, City and State officials to be 200% behind her and the opportunities she can offer us.

Thank you for our consideration in this er:
- ,
M) (ke

Diponio & Company
Reece & Nichols
Amanda Evans

amanda.evans@reecenichols.com
(826) 332-7088

www.reeceandnichols.com



Matt Tapp

¢/o Clay County Planning & Zoning Department
234 W. Shrader Suite C

Liberty MO, 64068

To Whom it May Concern,

I'am writing on behalf of Jennifer Kasserman who resides at 7815 Houser St., Kansas City, MO 64167 and the
animals on this property. | understand Clay County enacted the Large Carnivore Act with general information
about Exotic Animal Ownership and hope to share some of my experience with her animals, property and
programming,

Education: Animal education provided by Ms. Kasserman promotes compassion for ALL creatures, animal
equality and helps us all become more aware of our environment and co-existence. Animals are kept as pets in
c[assroqms, used in biology and psychology classes, graduate training courses and science fair projects. Ms.
Kasserman is able to bring a live, humanely cared for, diverse population of small feline’s and other small
exotic animals to the classroom, a unique opportunity for many in our community. Animals and humans have
shared a powerful bond, a source of relief for those that suffer from all types of pain, anxiety and even
depression. Animals have shown to help children who experienced abuse and neglect and help people
struggling to cope with a variety of issues. Animals bring calmness to our environment and help people
connect and heal.

During presentations, students connect with Ms. Kasserman and the animals. Chitdren and adults alike have )
the opportunity to learn in depth knowledge about them, ask questions, learn about their personalities and
even pet/hold a particular animal(s). Watching this experience has changed my every day life.

Safety, care and security: | have spent a lot of time on the property with Ms, Kasserman and the animals, |
personally feel safe around the animals and the process in which she cares for them. She promotes a high
quality habitat while keeping the animals in an enclosed structure. Fach animal has adequate space, ample
food supply and an abundance of stimuli. I've watched Ms. Kasserman continuously walk in and out of 3
structure, without any incidence of an animal attempting to escape and utilizes appropriate procedures to

. keep the animals safe, Proper protective measures are in place to keep the animals safe and discourage

curious community members from trying to get into the enclosures without a caregiver present. | have
minimal knowledge of these animals, but now | understand their behaviors and not once felt my safety was

compromised.

Ms. Kasserman asked me to write a letter on her behalf to share my personal experiences on her property.
Over the years, Fve come to have a deeper understanding, and through her passion for education and animals,
she has created a humane educational program that teaches kindness toward other people, animals and the
environment. | hope anyone who express’s concerns over such matters become more educated and keep a
program as such available in our community,

i am available to chat further by phone if deemed necessary. Thank you for your time,

Sincerely,
it ' DA

Brandy Harringlon

504 E. 30" Ave

North Kansas City, MO 64116
(913) 963-5427




July 2, 2015

To Whom It May Concern:

I am writing this letter to address any concerns and questions regarding
Jennifer Kasserman’s home and the animals under her care. I am a friend that visits
her home regularly and with my children as well. [ have never been concerned
about our safety while in her home or anywhere on her property. She is very
nurturing with every animal under her care and has a vast knowledge of all of her
animals,

I am also a Science teacher with the North Kansas City School District who
utilizes Jennifer’s animal friends to enrich my curricuJum. This affects the entire 6t
grade student population within the building since the units are planned at grade
level,

My daughter and [ have also helped with several demonstrations and shows
that she has done with the Mid-Continent public libraries. My daughter (who is only
11) and I have both handled and helped care for the animals during the shows and
their transportation. She is very particular about the care of her animals and their '
stress levels, at the beginning of every show she informs the audience that if at any
time an animal shows any signs of stress she will not being showing them. The
animals in her care come first and foremost over any audiencé. I have experienced
animals never leaving the travel carrier to animals making a shorted appearance
based on the animal’s needs. Jennifer knows and understands all the animals that
she cares for and would NEVER put them in any situation that would be harmful to
them or anyone else.

The experience that she is able to provide to my students and the general
population is priceless. This past school year she took the time to meet with me
before the animals came to visit to make sure that the student needs were going to
be met. One of the other Science teachers had a blind student in one of her hours
and even an autistic student. She was able to plan and adjust the visit meeting the
needs of all the student that were participating, Sarah, the blind student, was still

talking about the experience at the end of the school year since jennifer and |

~

s



planned she was able to bring animals that Sarah could interact with physically. 1

ran into Sarah and her sister after school was ouf for the summer and her

'

description to her sister while we were talking was “It was way better than any zoo".

That let me know that the lessons that | planned for my classroom can and does
make a difference in my students lives with the help of having Jennifer as a
wonderful resource. She has a love of animals and as a felow educator the love of
enriching the lives of others of all ages.

Her goal for education is very high. She works with several zoos across the
nation and on numerous occasions her animals have had some very famous handle
them with their goals focusing on educations as well. Some of the people that have
interacted with the animals are Jack Hanna, Rachel Rae, and even the Letterman
Show, all of which focused on education.

Her animals and love for education has impacted many lives across the

United States and needs to be supported.

Sincerely,
Rachel Love
North Kansas City School District
Eastgate Middle School
6t grade Science



luly 3, 2015
To whom it may concern,

Jennifer and § have been friends for over 20 years, fam a caregiver on her property and handler
for the animals during educational programs. | can honestly say that the animals have the proper care,
health, and safety for them and the public. USDA guidelines are met and exceeded. | have special
connections and appreciation for the worlk that Jennifer does, along with a personat connection with
come of the animals. It takes a [ot of time, effort, education/licensing, and unconditional love to do all
that she does on a daily basis. First and foremost health and safety have always been a briority. i
frequently visit the property and always feel safe and secure as the animals are properly enclosed in
their own enclostires, I've always been an advocate for the health and safety of each and every one of
the animals.. What she does for the preservation of animals, education of children, and safety of the
community is absolutely amazing. None of the animals are considered large or dangerous. Jennifer
chooese her current home based on space and location for herself and the animals. { sea ne reason for
the animals continued housing be up for debate. 1t Is truly 2 work of her heart and soul unconditionally

and tam so proud to be a part of it

Sincerely,
/")

Sarah Erickson




Clay County Planning and Zoning

Mark Beggs, Chairman

County Administration Building - Courthouse Sq.
Liberty, MO

64068

July 6, 2015

To: Mark Beggs, Chairman,

I am writing a letter of support for the “Exotics R Us” — Jennifer Kasseman — Case
No. July 15-130CUP.

As a retired employee of University of Missouri Extension - 4-H Youth Specialist for
38 years — we intentionally design successful youth development programs around the eight
“Essential Elements”. By intentionally focusing on these elements, youth benefit from
participating in hands-on, experiential activities and events, feeling nurtured in a safe
environment, mastering new skills and abilities, and knowing that they are contributing to
their environment and communities in a positive way. -

On June 9, 2015 over 125 4-H members and 4-H volunteers attended 4-H camp on the
Warrensburg Fair Grounds. These members and leaders came from 6 different counties (Clay
County being one). One of the educational programs that were presented at camp was
“Bxotics R Us”. The 4-H campers absolutely loved their program presented twice so the
members could see and fouch the animals. Jennifer Kasseman did an outstanding job
providing education facts about each of the animals that were shown ~ their habitat, where
they are from, diet and their status in the wild. The wide variety of animal included a: fox,

tortoise, monkey ~ Bleu, armadillo, chinchilla and a baby wallaby. The 4-H members asked
millions of questions about each of the animals, Qur group received the honor of naming the
baby wallaby - Dominic! Jennifer and her assistant Crystal spent more time with the group
over lunch, Dominic and Bleu even ate lunch with the group!

Looking at the Essential Elements creating a positive environment “Exotic R Us”
program provided .hands-on, feeling nurtured in a safe environment, mastering new skills and
learning how they could contributed to their community in a positive way were skills that
were met, As an educator it is difficult to find an outstanding program such as “Exotics R
Us” with these components.

I certainly support Jennifer Kasseman and “Exotics R Us” to continue this
educational journey for our youth and adults! This opportunity is right here in Clay County
and should be nurtured and maintained! Please do not let this be taken away!

Thank you for your consideration.

Nancy Elkins Mense
Retired 4-H Youth Special
Liberty, MO 64068

R
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From: esucowboy35@gmail.com (osucowboyflS@gmall com)
Sent: Mon 7/06/15 4:21 PM

To:  fordcooper@msn.com
Ce:  jenniferkasserman(@hotmail.com (jenniferkasserman@hotmail,com)

To whom it may concern,

My name is Sam Hawk and | am assistant camp director for the Joshua center summer camp for
children with neurological disorders. This year we were lucky to have Jennifer bring some animal
ambassadors out to show the kids this year. We were lucky because this was very educational and the
kids really enjoyed seeing the animals she brought. In previous years the zoo has brought animals for
the kids to see, but the animals brought by the zoo were animals the kids were already familiar with
and in turn was not as educational as the experience they got this year. | personally was present for
the activity and had interaction with some of the animals. All of the animals shown seemed to be well
taken care of, in high spirits, and also seemed to enjoy being shown to people. There was never a
moment where any animal seemed dangerous or aggressive in any way. If anything the love and care
shown to these animals was apparent. We hope to have Jennifer and her animal ambassadors back
next year as this was one of the highlights of camp this year. '

Thank you,
Sam Hawik
918-734-5095

oY
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FW: Clay County Commission Hearing for Jennifer Kasserman

From: Jenn Kasserman (jenniferkasserman@hotmail.com)
Sent: Sat 6/20/15 4:38 AM
To: fordcooper@msn.com (fordcooper@msn.com)

I was copied on this today by my retired teacher friend.

From: lisa.degginger@me.com

Subject: Clay County Commission Hearing for Jennifer Kasserman
Date; Fri, 19 Jun 2015 20:32:05 -0500

CC: jenniferkasserman@hotmail.com

To: pandz{@claycountymo.gov

| have know Jennifer Kasserman since 2007. [ have been to her house several times and to
an extremely enjoyable and educational program which my 5 year old granddaughter also
attended. At no time have | ever felt that my safety, my granddaughter, or that of the 30+
children attending the program, were in danger while visiting her house or participating in
her program.

Mr. Tapp,

Jennifer is extremely aware of each animal’s characteristics, needs, and personality. She
does not allow people other than herself or previously arranged handlers to touch her
animals if she fears for the animals safety or peace of mind. | have seen her prepare food
for and feed her menagerie and her animals eat better than many children with less
attentive parents. 've held 4 day old kittens and watched her feed them as she prepares
them for a new home with the Cincinatti Zoo. I've watched cats somewhat bigger than
house cats gracefully walk through her house, rub against her, pause to play and then
move on. | have never felt threatened, unsafe or uncomfortable while visiting with her.
The various areas of her house are well kept and maintained. She feeds a variety of raw

_ meat, fruits, vegetables, and seeds depending on each animals likes. Although there is an
odor inside her house, animals don’t use toilets or air sprays, she has removed all flooring
and replaced it with tile to be able to keep it clean. There is absolutely no odor that can be
detected from outside her house. Animals urinate and defecate but | have never seen an
animal sitting in its own feces or urine. Her animals have bright eyes and respond to
Jennifer as they did to Dr. Doolittle - | truly believe she speaks several animal fanguages
from the way she uses her calm voice to her slow movements that are calculated to
reassure each animal that what is happening is part of the routine to which it is

.
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accustomed. She has a few animals outside but they are well enclosed in safe areas where
they are humanely cared for and watched after. '

During her presentation at the Claycomo Library Branch she and another handler quickly -
and adeptly removed animals from their travel cages and walked about the room to the
oohs and ahhs of children from the age of 18 months to one that I believe was about 92,
While calmly carrying the animal, fennifer at no time allowed the animal to be touched or
interact with a library patron. She knows more about each animal than | thought humanly
possible. This woman is a walking encyclopedia (database) when it comes to an animal in
her care. | am disappointed that anyone could take exception to Jenn or her animals!
Please help her straighten this out so she can continue to educate people from her local
community to television audiences where her animals have appeared.

Thank you for attention to this matter,

Lisa Degginger
816-853-6086 (Please feel free to contact me if you need more information. )



Matt Tapp

C/o Clay County Planning and Zoning Department
234 W, Shrader Suite C

tiberty, MO 64068

To Whom [t May Concern,

On request of Jennifer Kasserman | was tasked to give a brief synopsis of the involvement | have with
her property and the animals she cares for within. With the implementation of the Large Carnivore Act
arouqd 2011 in your county | believe there may be some CONFUSION as to why and how Jennifer cares
for her exotic animals. And so with that belief in mind 1 will try and explain my involvement, what | have
learned and how such MISUNDERTANDINGS are detrimental not only to the caretakers but even more
so to these exotic ANIMALS.

To my understanding an exotic animal is nothing more than a species not native to the area where it
now resides. This does not denote any dangerous qualities of such animal, it merely is a designation of
an origin eisewhere. Without proper knowledge one could easily be fooled into to thinking it was
harmful. When knowledge is lacking fear naturally steps in. This is the primary reason why Jennifer
raises, cares and loves these creatures. To spread CORRECT information by EDUCATING the public.

As a close family relative | have a very unique opportunity of residing at 7815 Houser St. Kansas City, MO
64167. | am currently taking the Paralegal Certification Program at JCCC. While | attend this program |
am graciously hosted by my cousin. While | hold residence here | am in daily contact with all of Jennifer’s
animals. Since 1 am in such close parameters with these animals | thought it prudent to take a Hushandry
Class sponsored by the FCF. Not only to help more around the property but to learn about how to CARE
and UNDERSTAND the exotic animals she cares for. | have learned that the fences are not for the
animals but for the safety of the public. And frankly the biggest obstacle these animals face are the -
ignorance of people failing to understand how rare, docile and beautiful they all are. 1 personally feed
and care for many of these animals and have never once felt threatened. | have learned to respect and
admire them under the tutelage of Jennifer.

1 am confused on why there is an issue with how these animals are cared for or the question of safety to
neighbors. Every animal on her property is secured with multiple layers of locked fences. Fed and
watered daily plus the hygiene and upkeep of their enclosures are impressive in their own right. | truly
have a backstage view of what happens here and | am amazed on how orderly, humanely and
professionally these animals are cared for. | would not endorse any nefarious or defunct system of care,
Again, | believe all this confusion stems from a lack of KNOWLEDGE on the Counties part and with such
Educational Programs that my cousin operates by properly informing the public, along with daily data
she is collecting for multiple RESEARCH studies, such misunderstandings need CORRECTED. If you need
any further information from me concerning my statements please do not hesitate to ask.

Sincerely,-

it S
Scott O, Greene
7815 Houser St.
Kansas City, MO 64167
(785) 342-8099

—
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John L. Kasserman
12223 McKee Road Norih
Excelsior Springs, Mo. 64024-8398
816-853-8966

Tuly 6, 2015

Mait Tapp, AICPMBA

Director; Clay County Planning and Zoning Department
.234 West Schrader, Sujte C

Liberty, Missouri 64068

Dear Mr, Tapp and the Planning and Zoning Departinent

I am the father of Jennifer Kasserman. I grew up at Lake Waukomis during the 50's and 60's, T was
exposed to a. lot of wildlife, 1 bad a healthy respect for all animals, something I instilled in my
daughter. My parents and I had skunks, rabbits, dogs, a Wallaby,a parrof, and our raccoon, Roscoc for

16 years.

Jeonifer has been exposed to animals since she was 2 years old. She has always been a very active
participant in the feeding and care of our animals, She was deeply involved in the breeding and birthing
of kitlens, Her tenacity in taking care of these animals was amazing, As she reached adulthood, T was
mmpressed with her perseverance in obfaining and caring for her first Serva) Kitten. She did hours of
research and networkdng with other owners of these cats, After deciding that she wanted to be much
more involved she became affiliated with local owners and several pational groups,

One of those groups, Feline Conservation Federation, is a group that 1 also belong to. I am certified in
Wild/Exotic Husbandry. The primary tenet of this and other organizations is “Safety of the Public”,
Jennifer has gone above and beyond minimuum standards as required by several Oi‘gaillZ‘IUOl]S and the

U.8.D.A. to see that this remains nimber one.

jt is my hope that you will be encouraged to help her succeed in her endeavors, by atlowing the special
use permit. .

Re m(f)msubmlued,

————

John b Kas@&man



Sondra Kasserman
12223 McKee Road North
Excelsior Springs, MO 64024-8338
816-630-7900 (woark)
816-853-1009 (cell)
816-637-0388 (fax)

July 2, 2015

Matt Tapp, AICP, MBA
Director: Clay County Planning and Zoning Department
234 W. Schrader, Suite C

Liberty, MO 64068

Dear Mr. Tapp and the Planning and Zoning Department

As the mother of Jennifer Kasserman | am extremely proud and supportive of my daughter and
fove all my “grand critters”. The animals that she has are all her children. Her home and
property is well maintained, everything is keep clean, and all the animals are well fed and loved.
The animals are all secured whether they are inside the house or outside. None of her animals
are dangerous and there is no danger from these small felines.

Jack Hanna has taken her animals and they have appeared on the David Letterman Show and
Rachel Rae. She works with the Mid-Continent Public Library to put on shows for adults and

children, These shows are very educational and the children and adults learn a lot and see
animals they normally would not get to see up close. The shows are always filled to capacity.

lennifer’s breeding program is helping to bring back these smali felines whose numbers are
continually falling. She takes classes to learn more about the animals and to educate herself on
the care and the behavior of her animals.

When Jennifer chose to make her home at this location, she installed fencing and housing that
meets and/or exceeds the USDA Requirements for her animals. The USDA has approved and
licensed her for these animals. | encourage you to allow her to continue her work at the home
she has made for herself and them.

Respectfully,

Sondra A, Kasserinian



July 2, 2015,

Matt Tapp, AICP, MBA
Director: Clay County Planning and Zoning Department
234 W. Schrader, Suite C

Liberty, MO 64068

Dear Mr. Tapp and the Planning and Zoning Department

I have been to Jennifer Kasserman’s house and witnessed the care she gives to her animals. To
see her animals up close and see how well they are taken care of will always remain as a great
experience for me. Her house was clean, The area in the rear yard of her property where the
animals are kept was both clean and maintained well. 1 saw firsthand how she took care of a
newborn serval; bottle feeding and keeping it both warm and secure within a soft-sided carrier
with blankets. At the time, the serval was being kept inside her home and fed every few hours
as required. While outside, | noticed how secure the living area was for her animals.

I know that Jennifer uses her animals to educate both children and adults through a program
with the Mid-Continent Public Library. The children and adults are able to learn about these
animals as well as view them up-close; something that they normally would not be able to do
even when visiting a zoo. What an experience for them! '

Some of Jennifer’s baby animals have been obtained by a zoo at different times. This is only a
reality of Jennifer’s breeding program. It should also be mentioned that Jack Hanna, renowned
for his love of educating people of the animals living within the countries of our world, has
brought some of lennifer's animals to television shows such as Rachel Rae and David
Letterman. it would be a shame if Jennifer was no longer able to provide animals to zoos or
someone like Jack Hanna who had dedicated his life to teaching the public about ali animals.

| seriously hope that Jennifer is approved for a Conditionai Use Permit so she can continue to live in her
home and continue to raise the animais she so loves.

Respectfully,

GLORIA J. ROBERTS

31433 Hickory Road
Excelsior Springs, MO 64024
816-630-8206

&
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Carol A. Bean
31487 Hickory Road
Crystal Lakes, MO 64024-6291
816-630-3037

July 2, 2015

Matt Tapp, AICP, MBA

Director: Clay County Planning and Zoning Department
234 W. Schrader, Suite C

Liberty, MO 64068

Dear Iir. Tapp and the Planning and Zoning Department

| know Jennifer Kasserman through her mother, Sondra Kasserman. | have personally been to
Jennifer’s house to see her animals. The interior of her house is clean and well maintained, as is
her property, and in particular, the areas housing her animals. Jennifer takes extreme care of
her animals; they are treated as though they are her ‘babies’. The outside area where the
animals are housed is well secured {double enclosure), offering protection to her animals and
the families and their pets/animals living within her community. | asked why the enclosures
were built the way they looked and learned that the enclosures were built to meet or exceed
USDA Requirements in order for USDA to approve and license her to raise these animals.

| am aware that one particular zoo within the state of Ohio has on more thanh one occasion
obtained some of Jennifer’s animals through her breeding program. She worked with the zoo
to meet their requirements in order for the zoo to be able to obtain the animals. She continues
to-educate herself through classes on the care and behavioral patterns of the animals she raises
to ensure they are healthy.

Jennifer works through the Mid-Continent Public Library to provide educational programs to
adults and children with her animals. Not only does the public learn about the animals, but is
able to see the animals that most of the general public only hear/read about, unless they visit a
200 that exhibits these animals. | know | was in awe to see these animals close up. Jennifer has
also provided animals to the renowned Jack Hanna to appear on the television shows of both
David Letterman and Rachel Rae.

please take into consideration the length of time Jennifer has lived in her home with her
animals and the fact there has never been an incident that endangered her neighbors, their
pets, herself or her animals.

Respectfully,

CAROL A. BEAN



July 3, 2015

To whom it may concern,

1 actually met Jennifer Kasserman over 2yrs ago through my girlfriend Sarah Erickson, She told
me many storles prior to meeting Jennifer and actually going to her home. it was very inspiring to hear
about how many animals she has and all the extra care she gives them. 1 have beento Eureka Springs
Arkansas many times and always visit a place called “Turpantine Creek”, It has the same premise, but
on a much larger scale and is open to the public. They rescue large cats from movie sets, carnivals,
abusive owners, and even retired animals from the circus. They are a non-profit organization that refies
solely on donations and food from local places including Tyson chicken. Their animals are safely secured
in enclosures and open to the public to view while licensed by the same organization as Jennifer, the
United States Department of Agriculture. Turpentine Creek has schools come to them for educational
exhibits while lennifer takes her animals to schools to exhibit.

So | was pretty excited to see Jennifer's place after | had heard from Sarsh and seen pics of the
different anirnals. The place has always felt secure every time 've been there and when | stayed the
night. I've often been there to swim and seen just how much love, food, water, and shelter she provides
unconditionally. They have very roomy enclosures and the perimeter has many tall fences for their
safety and the public. Her business called “Exoties R Us,” takes animais to libraries, schools, and homes
to educate childran and adults about exotic wild life. To me it's a pretty amavzing place with all she does
for the animals and exhibiting the animals to the public to get a great education.

s

Sincerely, A/
P

Thormnas Ruark

s
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Dear Clay County Planning and Zoning
Department,

Re: Jennifer Kasserman
7815 Houser S5t,
Kansas City Mo, 64167

816-674-7277
Jenniferkasserman@hotmail.com

I am writing you this letter today to address some concerns regarding an exemption for Large
Carnivore Act, and a conditional Use Permit (CUP) that my friend is attending court for on July 7,

I have been friends with Jennifer for several years, I have been over to her house many times,

I have never felf scared of the anitmals when I was over there, they did not seem out of control, or
easy for them to escape, She takes great care of all of these animals and uses them for educational
purposes and freats them like family. She really does spend lots of fime and energy on them
because she loves these animals,

I have learned more about different animals since T have started going to her house to visit. I find
it interesting to learn new things and find out how educational the programs she does are, I have
never felt unsafe, or afraid the cats will get out. T have never been overwhelmed with the smell. I
do not consider these cats big, like a lion or a tiger, Nor do I consider them small like a house caf, T
would call them mid-size cats. They all very nice play areas that are enclosed, and great
accommodations. I honestly feel that these animals are taken very good care of, and we need people
like Jennifer to help educate others and have animal safe houses. I hope that people that are
unsure about it would go check it out for themselves and detertmine based on that, not just by
seeing a cat or hearing big cats, and consider it to be unsafe because I fruly do not feel that it is. I
am honestly more scared of my neighbor's dog they lef roam the streets than I am of any of
Jennifer's animals that are safety confined.

Thank you for your time,

Sincerely, ./ ,

Kerry Gaither Duff %{Q}J‘B_ % ‘
1010 S Pope Ave o i
Independence MO, 64050
816-678-9671

KerryGDuff@gmail.com

" jﬁfi
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To whom it may concern about Jennifer Kasserman

From: Kaalin (obeysumo@gmail.com)

Sent: Mon 7/06/15 6:59 PM

To:  fordcooper@msn.com; pandz@claycountymo.gov
Cc:  Jennifer Kasserman (jenniferkasserman@hotmail.com)

To whom it may concen.

My name is Scott Hopkins and I am a Clay County resident. I have known Jennifer Kasserman for many years now, She has worked
hard to provide education, and 2 very special service to the community of Kansas City through Exotics R Us. The animals that she
brings to these shows are such a treat for the children of Kansas City, my own daughters included.

Tt has come to my attention that there is the possibility of this being closed down as she would be forced to remove the animals
from her land. This saddens me greatly. I have visited her house muitiple times to come see these animals. She has multiple
security measures to ensure that non of these animals escape into the wild. They are all treated well, and have ample space to live
in. They are probably some of the best cared for animals I have ever seen,

The swift foxes and the fennec fox that she owns are specifically near and dear to my family's hearts. They are some of the most

friendly animals | have ever been in contact with, My two daughters, 10 and 12 have fallen hopelessly in love with them, and beg
me to take them to see all of the foxes. It would be heart breaking to them to lose that incredibly speciat ability.

If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me.
Thank you for your time.

Scott Hopkins

137 NE 103rd Ter

Kansas City MO 64155
(571) 439-5747

- i
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Dear Clay County Zoning and Planning Commission,

My friend, Jennifer Kasserman, is an Exotic Animal owner. She does animal
exhibits with schools; libraries & the like with "Exotics R Us." | have known
Jennifer for many years as a fellow Art Teacher for North Kansas City Schools (1
am now retired; she took my place at Davidson Elementary). |

Jennifer is a very responsible animal owner. My hushand and [ have been to her
home several times and have never noticed an animal smell outside her home.
She loves her animals like they are her own children and would never put anyone
in harm's way. The animals are in secure enclosures and are not endangering

anyone.

Jennifer has brought her animal show to Davidson, and the kids learned a lot by
that. The look on their faces was priceless! 1 have also seen her animals,
specifically Serval kittens, on Jack Hanna's show as well as David Letterman’s

show.

| think breeders of exotic animals play a critical part in the survival of the wild
animal species. Jennifer's animals are small animals and would never cause

danger to anyone;

Sincerely,

Ci:::22t4L{::) .
/éz&.’ é\ 4

Ann & Deni Jone

Lenexa, KS 66219

1



June 28, 2015
To Clay County Planning and Zoning:

We are writing this letter as fellow Clay County Residents in support of Jennifer
Kasserman as we will not be in town at the time of the hearing on July 7, 2015,

We have known Jennifer since she was a high school student at Oak Park with our
son. She has always been dedicated in everything she is involved in. She was a successful
student, and a hard worker all through her life and remains that way.

Jennifer has always loved animals and is very involved in the animal community
that surrounds her life and work. Anytime we have seen Jennifer with one of here animals
we have noted the animals good health and friendly demeanors.

In reading through the State of Missouri and Clay County Codes we recognize
that Jennifer owns no large or dangerous animals. We have known Sookie, her Canada

' Lynx since birth and she is one of the most well natured cats we’ve ever encountered.
Jennifer lives in an R-1 District, she is licensed by the United States Department of
Agriculture and certified in many aspects to her field. She is an educator of the children
in our community and we believe is going to continue to do great things in the future.

Living in Clay County also we feel no safety threats in having Jenifer’s animals at
her property. She has a large lot that is well cared for as are her animals. Her home is not
open to the public but she is a business that helps bring revenue to our local economy.

Sincerely,

o\l &
. Valley & Mrs. Rox
1117 NE 97" Place

Kansas City, MO 64155
816-734-9251
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July 1, 2015
To whom it may concern,

I've known Jenny Kasserman for over half of my life and I've come to
know her as an animal lover at heart. She moved to her current
location in unincorporated clay county for the animals. Jenny keeps
care of each one of her animals as if they were her own children, and
she dedicates all her time to the animals, as she has no children of her
own. Each animal has its own personalized feeding schedule and
unique living space catered to its own needs. I've hever once felt in
danger when I'm around her animals and each animal is in its own
fenced in cage. Jenny is also the most knowledgeable person | have
ever meet regarding her animals. She has dedicated her life to the well
being of these animals!

The thing that interests me the most about some of these animals is
the fact that | didn’t know they existed before Jenny introduced me to
them! | was unaware that some of them have been on the threatened
and endangered species lists. It's exciting to think that | know
someone whom through their own personal research might help save
and sustain an entire species!

Sincerely,

Cody Weaver

10605 N Main St
Kansas City, MO 64155
(816) 878-9571



July 3, 2015
To Whom It May Concern - Clay County:

Hello,
My name is Kimberly Collet and I am a lifetime Clay County resident. I grew up in

Gladstone, and currently live in Kanas City. I have known Jennifer Kasserman since the early 90’s.
We have gone to school together, and grown up together.

Jennifer has always been a cat person and had animals. When she started getting into different
animals I was a little skeptical, Something new and different I wasn’t sure about. When she started
to branch out of just cats again I wasn’t sure. But it was because there were animals I didn’t know
about. Ilumans tend to fear the unknown. :

Throughout the years with Jennifer | have learned there is nothing to fear of the animals
she works with. The truth is they tend to be more afraid of me than I am of them if there is any fear
between us at all. I have two daughters. My oldest daughter Olivia has her own interests in
animals. She has spent lots of time at Jennifer’s wanting to learn about the animals. [ have never
felt a concern for Olivia with Jennifer’s animal’s. I know they are not dangerous, but also that
Jennifer would never allow any situation that would put anyone in danger or her animals in harm.

One of the most interesting animals Jennifer has is her 3 banded Armadillo I-Lean. | have to
admit at first | wasn’t sure about this creature. I've seen armadillos on the side of the road near
Branson MO before. I-Lean is a South American Armadillo and one of the most unusual but
sweetest creatures I've ever met. I've never even seen one like her in a zoo. Honestly if it wasn’t for
Jennifer [ wouldn’t even know she existed,

The animals that Jennifer has are different than the average cat or dog but many are no:
different than someone having a ferret (which is considered an exotic animal also). She spends all
her tiime dedicated to the wellbeing of the animals and the public she teaches about them.

Jennifer moved to her residence in Unincorporated Clay County to her currenthome
specifically for the animals. Everyday she is there working, When she isn’t at work working she's
at home working. Because she loves what she does and honestly there are not many people out
there that would take the time to do any of what she does but I have first hand seen people stop
look and listen when she is speaking, ask questions and I'm sure investigate later with interest the
things she teaches them. '

Jennifer isn’t running a zoo at her home, she’s actually very private about who she allows
there. But she loves her animals and loves teaching others about them, My daughter may grow up
to be a Vet because of the exposure she never would of gotten at such a young age without
knowing Jennifer and her taking time to show and teach her things.

Ifyou haven't taken the time to personally experience what she does I encourage you to
please do s0 before making any judgments. I also request that even if your not an animal person,
acknowledge that many people are and kids love to learn about animals. Jennifer is licensed by the
Federal Government and inspected without notice at any time. Obviously someone like her we
need around in our community. As a Clay County resident I am proid to say we have someone like

this that we support and protect.

T}}ank you for your tim@ . i
il (g
%&éﬁ%‘%;{éélk{\éﬁ\r{ﬁe; =4 \\\:,.//’
4808 N 45t Tery

Kansas City, MO 64117



June 3, 2015
To Clay County:

I am Mark Cromer and [ know Jennifer Kasserman through my wife Kim. 1
met Jennifer a few years back when she owned and operated The Office Bar & Grill
off N. Oak in Gladstone MO.

Shortly after meeting her she moved from Kansas City to further N. off
Cookingham road and 435 HWY to the county. I thought it strange at first she was
moving further away from the restaurant but soon learned it was because of on of
her other jobs, she is a teacher also, he animals.

I am a dog man personally so the cats, the chinchilla didn't interest me to
much. They are neat and actually pretty amazing creatures but again not something
I've ever had much experience with, When she moved and took on the foxes that's
what got my attention. I didn’t realize that foxes are actually part of the canine
family. There you go dogs, just my thing. Her fennec fox Furby, is the smallest canine
in the world. I thought it was the Chihuahua. 1 actually looked up 2 few things and
someone told me they think the Chihuahua and Fennec fox were a hybrid of some
sort and related. Well I took this info to Jennifer and asked. She explained to me how
that isn’t even possible based on the chromosomes each if the species has and the
impossibility of it through science. Who knows this stuff I asked myself? Someone
that obviously cares and takes the time to learn which in turns teaches people like
me and others that just assume everything you read on the internet must be true.

He Swift foxes are of interest to me. I'm from Nebraska, I know about all
kinds of animals, native especially. I have never heard of the Swift fox which is a
native North American animal. One that has even been on the endangered list. It is
no longer endangered because of people like Jennifer that are dedicating their lives
the care and wellbeing of these animals to help spread knowledge and preserve
such species. '

My daughter is just learning to talk and you know what she says? She asks:
“What does a fox say?” Can you only imagine how special that is to me and her that
we really know what a fox says and she has seen it first hand. This is everything a
kid and parent should be able to experience together. :

Jennifer logs all kinds of things about the behaviors of her animals and
know is working hard on preserving animals for the future. I want someday my
grandchild to know what a fox says and not from TV. I currently reside in Clay
County also and see no danger or harm in Jennifer housing the animals she has.
They are not large, they are not dangerous. They are important and she treats each
one as so.

Sincerely, B 7 P
- d M{@%
Mark Cromer T

4808 N 45t Terr \
Kansas City, MO 64117 :
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To Whom It May Concern:

My name is Phaedra Bier, and [ am writing in regards to Jennifer Kasserman's case.
i have had experience with Jennifer’s animals many times in the past. I have always
felt as though they were loved and cared for very well. They always look healthy,
and they are calm and loving. I trust her so much that [ had her bring her animals to
my house for my four-year-old twin sons’ birthday party with other small children.
All animals were caged and calm when she brought them out to share with the
children, and the kids loved it.

In my experience Jennifer is a wonderful caregiver to these animals. The animals
she has are all very calm and loving. | have never felt threatened by them, and find it
fun and exciting to be around animals I usually don’t have the chance to experience.

[ wholeheartedly recommend that Jennifer continue doing the work she is doing to
bring these animals to schools and other activities, and to help breed these beautiful

animals to share with the world.

Thank you,

Phaedra Bier

--I'm mailing a signed copy but just in case doesn’t arrive in time emailing you also,

1%



Thursday, June 25, 2015

To whom it may concern at the Clay County Planning and Zoning Department,

| am writing this letter in regards to Jennifer Kasserman and the support of her and her
animals. | have known Jennifer since 1994. She has always been an avid animal
person, and has always shown an interest protecting and educating about them in any
way possible.

Since she started working with small exotic felines, she has been just as caring for them
as she has any other animal under her care. She has been full of information on all of
them and truly knows everything about them. She has played a major role in educating
people around her with the information on them. | have seen her animals on the David
Letterman show and Jack Hannah programs as well. All of which was also very
informative. | believe she is a special person to be able to safely care for and to be able
to share this with this type of group to educate the general public like myself.

| have been to her house on many occasions and have never felt that | was in any type
of danger what so ever. All of the animals have their enclosures that are secure. She
doesn’t just let any of them run wild as you would like a dog or domestic cat. She knows
each and every one’s personality and behavior. All of the animals are very well taken
care of, and | do not nor have not felt unsafe when being there. All the enclosures are
secure, spacious, and kept clean daily. Fresh food and water is also provided on a daily
basis. They have always seemed well mannered any time | have been there. If | have
come into contact with any of them at any time Jennifer has been right there with-me,
and it has been my choice to come in contact with them. | asked permission to be able
to do that. | would not have asked to be in contact with them if | felt it was not safe.

| don't feel like the animals could get out of their enclosures on their own. The
enclosures again seem very secure. [ don't see these cats to be dangerous animals. |
have also been around the kittens from time to time. They are kept inside in a secure
cage/and or room. Again, these are kept clean for the kittens too. When the kittens are
being bottle fed, they are kept away from anything that would cause danger to them or
anyone else.

I got the honor to be part of the FFFC (Feline Federation Conservation’s) convention that
was held in Arizona last year. | was able to be part of this as a guest with Jennifer since
she is a member of this group and they held the convention in the state of my
residence. Jennifer was also able to bring a young ambassador kitten with her for the



convention. The commercial airliine didn’t have an issue with her bringing him on her
flight either. Jennifer and the young ambassador kitten stayed at my house and we had
noissues. | have 3 dogs and we kept the kitten in his own room with no access to ‘my
dogs since they are not big on cats. The kitten had his own little enclosure to stay in
during his visit in the room. He never attempted to escape the enclosure or the room.
While he attended most of the convention with us, he did just fine the time he was at my
home. Again, | never once felt threatened by him in any way. | felt that the young
ambassador and | had a close bond before his departure from my home. He was very

sweet and social with me in our interactions.

When he was attending different events with us at the convention he was in a harness
and leash when he was out and was not allowed to just be handled by anyone. Jennifer
had control of him the entire time he was out on his leash. When he was not out on his
leash he was in his portable enclosure, not able to get out on his own. If someone
wanted to see him they would ask her, and she would be right there while the
interaction was going on. Again, at no time was there ever a sense of things not being
safe. If someone would ask a question she would be right there with the answer about

the hreed.

The FFC convention was extremely educational in the aspects of a lot of exotic felines,
and the importance of keeping up their population and continuing the education of their
breeds to prevent them becoming endangered and or extinct. During that convention |
was around several different species of small exotic felines that [ learmed a great deal
about, that | would have never have known if it wasn't for these groups. Also by being
able to participate in this convention | got to learn about my local wildlife sanctuaries
aka zoos that assist in saving animals from harm and or bad environments. These 2
locations were the Wildlife World Zoo and Aquarium and Out Of Africa. Both of these
locations have saved the animals they have there from harm’s way or being harmed.

Allin all | believe that Jennifer is doing a fantastic job with her small exotic felines, which
makes it all the more fun when she is teaching you about them. | have enjoyed what |
have learned from her that | have family members with small children that have signed
up for some of her programs at local libraries. This will be a great summer learning
opportunity for adults and children.

Thank you for your time,

Jenger Walsh



Matt Tapp

¢/ o Clay County Planning & Zoning Department
234 W, Shrader Suite C

Liberty MO, 64068

To Whom it May Concern,

I am writing on behalf of Jennifer Kasserman who resides at 7815 Houser St., Kansas
City, MO 64167. I have known Jennifer for many years and spent a lot of time on her
property and around her animals.

Knowing Jennifer has allowed me to interact with some animals that I would never
have even had a chance to be around otherwise. I have been able to form a relationship
with Sookie, a Canadian Lynx that has been absolutely amazing. I am very grateful for
the time I get to spend on Jennifer’s property. My life has been enviched by being able to
spend time with Jennifer’s animals. _

Jennifer loves her animals and loves being able to educate others about them through
Ther programs. Having attended several of Jennifer’s programs I have seen the joy that
she and her animals bring to children and adults alike. People get to learn about the
animals and see them close up during these programs. It is a great way for people to
gain understanding about the different animals Jennifer exhibits. Learning about
animals when you go to the zoo is just reading information on a plaque and looking
through cages and glass, Jennifer's programs provide not only knowledge about the
species but she is also able to provide first hand experiences she has had with each
animal which allows the audience an even better understanding of the animals. It is my
" hope that she will be able to continue doing these educational programs. '

In all the time I have spent on Jennifer's property I have never once felt unsafe. All the
animals are in enclosures that meet USDA requirements. The animal’s enclosures are
kept clean and the animals are well cared for. There is a perimeter fence around the
animal enclosures and the perimeter gate is always locked. 1 feel safe knowing that
Jenmifer has taken all the necessary measures to keep the public and her animals safe.

Thank you for your time.
Sincerely,

Andrea Haggard

903 NW 70th St

Kansas City, MO 64118
(816) 718-3679
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